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- America, the Beautiful

O beautiful for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain! :
America! America! God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood

From sea to shining seal

O beautiful for pilgrim feet, :
Whose stern impassioned stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat :

Across the wilderness!
America! America! God mend thine ev'ry flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self-control,
Thy liberty in law!

O beautiful for heroes proved
In liberating strife,

Who more than self their country loved,
And mercy more than life!
America! America! May God thy gold refine,
Till all success be nobleness,

And ev'ry gain divine!

O beautiful for patriot dream
That sees beyond the years
Thine alabaster cities gleam, 2
Undimmed by human tears!
America! America! God shed His grace on thee, :
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining seal!

CCLI Song # 33368
Katharine Lee Bates | Samuel Augustus Ward
© Words: Public Domain | Music: Public Domain
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1516322
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From Pastor Kamp’s Desk
SYNOD 2023

As I reflect on Synod 2023, having watched the majority of it online, what strikes me is how much talking past each other
seems to be taking place. Outside of a few rare occasions there is a lot of language, a lot of passion, a lot of emotions; but
as to informing in regard to the decisions to be made it is Much Ado About Nothing.

I want to make sure [ am not saying such speeches have no purpose. Multiple speakers described the significance of
being heard and they certainly are not wrong. If we, as a denomination, desire to live together in covenant one of the most
significant parts of maintaining covenant is listening to each other. After all, near the beginning of Exodus we read:

“The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and their cry for help because of their slavery
went up to God. God heard their groaning and he remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac
and with Jacob. So God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about them.” (Exodus 2:23-25)

It was God actively listening unto the cries of His people which led to His mighty intervention and redemption of His
people. It was their cries of pain and misery which caused Him to remember His covenant. Later, after the Red Sea, the
Israelites almost immediately begin to complain about food and drink wishing they had never been saved. God responds
by providing Manna, Quail, and Rocks. Later still, as Moses is up on the mountain confirming the covenant with the Ten
Commandments, God sees and hears Israel’s worship of the golden calf as they attribute their salvation to a false idol.
These actions cause God to “burn with anger” against the Israelites until Moses intercedes for them.

Through the whole of Exodus God is actively listening unto His people with whom He keeps covenant. That listening
leads to Israel’s salvation, and later it will lead to their punishment. God’s listening will lead to Israel’s care, and it will
also lead to mercy. In the case of the golden calf, it leads to anger that stems from a blatant betrayal. But thanks to the
covenant, it never leads to silence or ignoring. The book of Exodus ends triumphantly with the glory of God filling the
tabernacle so that God might dwell with His people.

We, in the CRCNA, as a denomination have covenanted to dwell together in a sense. A critical aspect in maintaining that
life together is listening to one another. I write this as someone who desperately desires to have debate end, and more
than just one. I tire of the same points, arguments, and motions being brought up over and over again. As I reflect on this
page, I wonder if I have become so tired by debate that I have allowed myself to tire of listening. That though this might
be the same point, it is a new person who deserves to be heard within the community. Perhaps not all on the floor of
Synod, but it should be somewhere in our church. Perhaps the fact that so many feel desperate to speak at Synod comes
from the reality that they don’t feel heard anywhere else.

Such thoughts cause me to question how much I listen regarding the life of the CRCNA besides Synod. How many
articles written by people involved in our denomination ministries do I read? How many editorial points raised do I
reflect upon? How many times have I opened up the prayer guides provided by our denomination and prayed together
with the church? Do I live and listen to the CRCNA beside Synod?

I clearly know the reasons why I do not wish too. Though as I reflect on the Exodus, I am convicted of its necessity to
live in covenant together. Even though listening leads frequently to God’s frustration and anger with His people, it was
also the path by which God not only saved His people but dwelt with them.

[ feel convinced if salvation and living together is the goal of our denominational decisions, then listening is the road we
must walk together. It may be a slow walk filled with pains, frustrations and anger; and I pray that it won’t be for us 40
years of waking in the wilderness only to end exactly where we started as Israel experienced. But even if it is so, after all
those years of wandering together we have loved and listened; if we have kept faith and covenant together it certainly will
not be Much Ado About Nothing.



Church Family News

Membership Updates

Transferred ~ Ashli Van Donselaar
to Faith CRC
in Pella - 5/1/23

Received ~ Saif & Jaynee Grafke
from Lifehouse Community
Church (Osky) and Central
Church (Osky) respectively -
5/1/23
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Nursery Schedule
July - August 2023

AM.

July 2 Bethany DB (L), Leah L
Nora DG

July 9 Tiffany R, Ben S
Caroline J

July 16 Leah VD, Kahrey C

(Communion) Anton B, Luke VD

July 23 Ben B, Rachel B
Olivia DG

July 30 Kate VD, Bethany DB (K)
Dawson R

August 6 Trisha VD, Dylan R
Trinity R

August 13 Joyce S, Kate DB
Carter H

August 20 Heather C, Lindsay DB
Jace S

August 27 Jill DB, Finn S

Johnathon J




4th of July
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2023 Oskaloosa Church League Softball Schedule

oL ¥

Team Couch Phone

1. Fellowship Bible Church #1  Ben Drost {President) 641-6604797
2. Fellowship Bible Church £2 Ben Drost (President) 641-660-4797
3. Fellowship Bible Church #3 Tom Jenkinson 641-638-4953
4. Fellowship Bible Church #4 Tom Jenkinson 641-638-4955
5. Bethel CRC Dan Hessing ( Treasurer) 641-569-3263
6. First CRC £1 Zach Van Donselaar 641-451-5233
7. First CRC #2 Brad McMahan 641-295-0479
8. Central Church Brad Ver Steegh (Vice Pres) 641-226-3689
9. Leighton CRC Cole Vande Voort 641-780-7798

Please supply 2 umpires on the night vour team plays for the game imvolving the other 2 teams.
Three teams plav on a given night with the team not plaving providing the umpires.

The Home team prays before the start of each game.

The Home Team is listed second on the schedule.

JUNE Tuesday Thursday

gth gth
6:30 St 1 6umps 7@ 8 9umps
7:30 l @ 6 5umps @9 Tumps
8:30 6w 2 | umps 9@ 3 8umps
JUNE Tuesday Thursday

| 15
6:30 @4 2umps 6@ 9 7umps
7:30 2@ 3 4umps 6@ 7 9umps
8:30 2@ 3 3 umps S 7 Oumps
JUNE Tuesday Thursday

2()th 22nd
6:30 L 9 4umps 4@ 7 3umps
7:30 9. 4 | umps 3@ 5 4umps
8:30 4@ 2 Yumps 6w 8§ 5umps
JUNE Tuesday : Thursday

i 209t
6:30 9w 1 5umps S 3 4umps
7:30 w5 2umps Jia 4 Sumps
8:30 7w 2 | umps 4 6 3 umps
JULY Wednesday Thursday

Slh 6!]‘.\
6:30 8@ | 2umps 3@ 6 5umps
7:30 2 7 Numps : S 3 O6umps
8:30 Q@ 2 7 umps 4 5 3 umps
JULY Tuesday Thursday

lllh l3tb
6:30 S 9 Rumps 3w 7 6 umps
7:30 1@ 8 9umps T 6 3 umps

8:30 a2 1 umps 6w 4 7 umps



JULY
6:30
T:30
8:30
JULY
6:30
7:30
8:30

AUGUST

Tuesday
”{rh

Vi 30 7 amps
Tw 1 2umps
2w 4 umps

Tucesday

zsth

4 3 2 umps
3w 2 4 umps
2w | 3 umps

Tuesday

l\l'

Jwe L Y umps
29 | umps
Qi 6 2 umps

Thursday

)tk

S 6 Sumps
S S Oumps
Y 83 umps

Thursday

17|h

St 8 T umps
Ow 7 Yumps
T 9 6 umps

Thursday

3|'d

4@ 8 5 umps
S 4 8 umps

-

T 5 4 umps



Love Your Job?
Do you struggle getting/ keeping a job?

Are you ready to make a change?

Pe——

Join our Work Life job readiness class. We'll laugh, struggle, and grow
together as we learn to :

v

AN NN

Date: Mondays & Wednesdays, July 10-Aug 14 \&

Overcome barriers such as criminal background, no
diploma/GED, and little to no work experience
Develop healthy relationships and conflict resolution
Recognize our strengths and abilities

Thrive in workplace culture

Create a great resume and other tools for getting a
good job

Understand and fully live out your potential in who

God created you to be

PRk b o e e e e b o L S L L o o R e Pl e S o b S o

Class Info
%
O

A

Time: Ipm-3pm
Location: Love INC of Mahaska, 408 S 11t St, Oskaloosa
Cost: FREE

Please register by July 5.

For more info, call 641-676-3750 or email megan.loveincmc@agmail.com
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FALL 2023 FOUNDATIONS

Need A Life Change?

Join our FREE community courses. Love INC is here to support our community
and help individuals go from surviving to thriving.

AFFIRMING POTENTIAL PARENTING CLASS

FEEL STUCK IN LIFE? FIND THE JOY IN PARENTING!

This class is a personal journey of Improve your parenting skills, gain insights
exploring your past and present to into your child’s unigue personality, and

recognize your potential and set goals for raise a happy, healthy child!
your future.

FAITH & FINANCE BOUNDARIES

STRUGGLING WITH FINANCES? UNHEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS?

Learn to budget, track expenses, and set Learn to set and maintain healthy

financial goals in a fun, engaging setting.  boundaries that benefit you and your loved
ones.

Did you know that Love INC also has a Parenting & Pregnancy Center,
Mentoring, and a Job Readiness Program?

khkhkhhhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhkhhhhhhhhhhhhdhhhhhhhhhhhhhdhdddriiik

DETAILS

DATES: Thursday Evenings, Sept 7-Nov 30, 2023 (Orientation: Aug 31)
TIME: Dinner @ 5:15, Classes 6-8:15pm
LOCATION: 1%t Christian Reformed Church, 815 N 11* St. Oskaloosa, |IA 52577

ADDITIONAL DETAILS:
e FREE Supper and Child Care (ages 0-12) Provided!
e Opportunities to earn incentives!

PLEASE REGISTER BY AUGUST 28"
Call Love INC at 641-676-3750
Email megan.loveincmc@gmail.com
Sign up on our website loveincmahaska.org/foundations/
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CAMPUS LIFE HIGH SCHOOL

The 2022-23 school year has wrapped up for Campus Life HS! It was another year
of growing deeper in community with one another and learning God's truth for
navigating life's issues. | have a small group where several girls and | meet
weekly to go more in depth by doing a Bible study or discussing relevant topics
and sometimes we go out for ice cream... : ) We usually begin our time by
sharing our “High, Low, Random" for the week. It's a good way to hear from each
person on how their week went. To close out this school year, I'd like to share a
"High, Low, Random" | have from the year. My “Random” is that | shared about
YFC to one of the classes at William Penn and two students from that class
ended up volunteering for us this spring semester. It was so great! My “Low" is
having to deal with issues regarding the building-BUT, that all turned out great
too! There are too many “highs” to pick from, but I'll sum it up by sharing this
Bible verse, “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come
to an end, they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” Lamentations
3:22-23. All praise to God for each day He gives us and for another great year with
Campus Life!

Katie Allmaras
Campus Life HS Director




The brickwork on our building is complete! THANK YOU to all o ol

of you for your support in helping us maintain our building. In B U | I d N g

addition we have started to replace some windows that had ;

rotten framework. Thank you to Osky Glass for helping us with
that project.

BASKETBAIL

O

CHAMPIONS
-

We value your prayers for the ministry as well as
your financial support. Thank you for continuing to
invest in our young people!

SCAN HERETO
DONATE ONLINE

OR MAIL A CHECK TO OUR ADDRESS:
221 1STAVEE
OSKALOOSA, IA 52577

Check out our website to learn more:
http://www.sciowa-yfc.org

5 YOUTH
e'; f’ FOR swmcmio
) CHRIST*




Greetings JCA Partners,

Thank you so much for your prayers, volunteer work and financial support. The lives of our
students have been greatly blessed and enriched by your involvement with Joshua Christian
Academy.

This is my second year teaching
third grade at JCA. God blessed me
with a lively, energetic and spirit-filled
group of kids. They love dancing and
singing together during chapel, and
participating in our bible class which
has focused on heroes of the bibie.
The rest of our classroom learning
was driven by the Abeka curriculum,
which was fun to spice up with some
in-class games, treasure chest
prizes and brain break videos!

As a class, we also enjoyed time out of
the classroom. First, we visited Valley
Church in West Des Moines. During the
visit, the students demonstrated all the
wonderful scripture and songs from
chapel as directed by Chris Hurley. Next,
we visited the Des Moines Performing
Arts Center to see a duo of performers
who incorporated percussion and dance.
This group was mesmerizing and the
kids came back inspired. Lastly, they
visited the Cenfral lowa Free Skinners
Rendezvous at Ashton Wildwood Park.
The goal of the Rendezvous Club is to
provide a glimpse of life in pre-1840 America and re-enact the annual meeting of fur trappers,
Native Americans, and pioneers. Their art teacher, Mrs. Chris Barry, participates each year with
the group and helped them make sachets that they brought with them for the day. Without your
prayers and monetary donations, the students would have missed this hands-on learning in our
community. Thank you!

I will close this letter with Ephesians 2:10. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God has prepared in advance for us to do. This helps me affirm
that God has been preparing me my whole life to be a teacher. In His timing, and for His glory, |
feel blessed to be teaching at JCA

The Best is Yet to Come!



GENEVA ,
n

WHAT'S NEW?

update on the work at Geneva

Dear Friends of Genevaq,

My name is Brett Erickson, and | am grateful to introduce myself as the new Director of Geneva.

| began serving in the fall of 2022. My background is in ministry, non profit management, and
cross cultural and international education. | had the honor of completing graduate research
under the mentorship of Ed Laarman, and he, along with Jason Chen, are my biggest influences
in shaping the work at Geneva. | hope this letter finds you well, and | hope you are encouraged
by the work we have done this year, and the work we have planned for the future. We would love
to see you at upcoming events! Stay up to date with our new website: geneva-ui.org

PAST EVENTS

Past event recordings available
at youtube.com/egenevaui4d5

An Evening with Jon Guerra - February, 2023
Singer/Songwriter

Composer for Terrence Malick

Dr. Fred Skiff, Ul Physicist - March 2023

"Is Science a Religion®

Derek Muller, Ul Law Professor - May 2023
"Faith and Elections" 5/23

Dr. Lauris Kaldjian, Ul Bioethics - May 2023
Conscience & Considerations in Healthcare

UPCOMING EVENTS

Faith and Film Series

7/6 Tree of Life at One Ancient Hope 6-9PM
Viewing & Discussion with Anahita Ghazvinizadeh
Ul Film Professor and Head of Screenwriting

7/21 Harvey at One Ancient Hope 6-8:30PM
Viewing and Discussion led by Isaiah Haveman
Ul Film Student

Writer's Group: Meetings begin again in the fall
Educators Group: Beginning fall 2023

Dr. Melissa Collins 9.22.23

TN Teacher of the Year
National Teacher Hall of Fame
David Brooks 1.23.24

NY Times Best Selling Author
NY Times Columnist

Yours in Christ,
Brett Erickson

COFFEE
WITH
BRETT

Interested in learning about
what's next for Geneva?
Brett would love to buy you
coffee! Email geneva@uiowa.edu
to set up atime.

WE NEED
YOUR
SUPPORT

We desire to see Geneva's legacy
continue to grow as it has been
for the past 50 years. We need
your help to do that. Would you

consider making a donation?
You can mail a check to
500 N. Clinton St.
lowa City IA 52245
or give online at
geneva-ui.org/support-us

& geneva—u'.org

)

€) @geneva_ui

N geneva@uiowad.edu




| MCCA Newsletter
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-* 7 MEXICAN CHRISTIAN CHILDREN’S AID SUMMER
M¢ 4 ,4! And whoever welcomes a little child like this in My name welcomes Me. wmatt. 18:5 2023
Rikikikitititd Serving the needy children of Baja since 1964

A Recent visit to Mission Bautista

‘- 1 i _“ i
1B i - !1';:‘);

.

Rancho de los Ninos, also known as Casa de Paz, is a very
large complex. Itis capable of housing large numbers of needy children
and adolescents. Located in the Guadalupe Valley, it is another one of the
many organizations supported by MCCA through the generous
donations of its supporters like you. Thank You!!

Shown above is Mission Bautista, a beloved stop on the
Guadalupe Valley run. Roland and his wife Aieda have been
preaching the Gospel and ministering fo the children and families
of their small church for many years. Several years ago Roland
went home to be with the Lord. Aieda remains, nevertheless, and
with the help of her Grandson has continued the ministry. She is
simply an amazing woman and servant of the Lord. The MCCA
members shown here are dividing the food we brought into indi-
vidual smaller portions that will become care packages for the
children and their parents who live around the area of the church.
MCCA members shown from the left of the picture are Martha
Gomez, Greg and Elliott Duchon, Robert Canton and Eric John-
son. This is a big help to Aieda who is now confined to a wheel-
chair._If you look closely you will see her in the left side of the
photo toward the back of the room.

N Y = LAy

Did you know, there is a great alternative to a Snail Mail Newsletter? = k% =]
P By signing up to receive a digital newsletter, you help us keep our costs down. It also makes it
%4‘«,‘/ s easy for you to forward a copy to family and friends if you so desire. With your smartphone @
B. scan the QR code, on the right, to easily sign up for email delivery of the quarterly Newsletter.
Or, go directly to: www.bit.ly/MCCA_mailing_signup. =]

Donations, which may be tax deductible can be made by visiting our website at http://mccaredlands.org/
I It began when a group of Christian
business people we 1oved to address the sharp contrast betwaen the affluence in the U.S., and the abject poverty found just across our southern
\ f nd provide monthly bulk focd deliveries and other assistance to local Christian organizations in the northern Baja
1 ns primarily to organizations that sponsor Children's Homes and or operate periodic Fee Pregrams to nesdy
families. Aloang w Spanish translation Bibles, Gospel Tracts, and other items are generally a part of our del gs. QOur monthly runs
consist of all volunteer drivers and riders who donate their vehicles full of fuel and litarally e thing needed to complate the mission each time we
go. The MCCA does not own or rent a building, nor are

Foundad in 1964 ir

border in Mexico. W

region. \We deliver th

a
ng

re any paid staff

The result is that 100% of all monetary donations goes directly to purchase food products.




Snapshots of Life in Mexico

A Few Words from our Treasurer

Recently, a few MCCA members gathered at the River
Church in Redlands, CA. Our mission was to fold and stuff into
envelopes the Spring 2023 Newsletter that went out in March.
Some coffee and donuts during the time together made for good
fellowship as well. In the lower left is our current President, Paul
Vela. Going around the table is clockwise is Harold Milligan, Seth
Wallace, Kenny and Olga Hemandez, Seth’s kids Kylah & Caleb,
and Richard De Witt. We do this to save a little money off the cost
to get the Newsletter out. At the same we draw close as members
of the ministry. What a blessing this is indeed!

MCCA thanks you for your faithful support over the months,
years, and for many of you over the decades! [ would like to share
some information with you about the current financial situation at
MCCA. We believe that God has blessed and led the organization
through the many years since it was started in 1964, and we pray He
will continue to lead. MCCA is completely made up of volunteers - no
one is paid and many contribute financially as well. The money used to
purchase food is almost exclusively donated by private individuals such
as yourselves. 100% of your contributions goes for the purchase of
food for the needy children in Mexico. In addition to food, MCCA deliv-
ers Bibles to each of the facilities we are privileged to serve. These
Bibles have been graciously donated as well. All of the drivers of the
approximately 16 trucks going fo Mexico each month pay for their own
fuel and special Mexico Automobile Insurance. With inflation, the price
of groceries in Mexico has increased dramatically. We are having to
make some cuts in the amount of food we can afford to purchase,
which is heartbreaking considering the needs of the children. We wel-
come your prayers, support and suggestions. We also invite anyone
that is interested to ride along with us on one of our monthly Saturday
frips into Mexico.

Thank You and God Bless You for Your Continued Generous Support,
Towe Rasnuussen
MCCA Treasurer

ZELLE AND ZEFFY ARE NOW
AVAILABLE METHODS TO DONATE TO MCCA

MCCA has recently partnered with Zelle and Zeffy
to maximize your charitable donations to our organization. They
provide alternative options to mailing a check or using PayPal
which charges a fee. Both Zelle and Zeffy are 100% free
fundraising platforms. In a nutshell, there are no transaction fees,
payment processing fees, or platform fees. Every penny of your
donation will go to the purchase of food by MCCA.

The Zelle and or Zeffy platforms may ask you if you would like to
make a contribution to offset their cost, but that would be
independent of your donation to MCCA.

To donate using Zeffy or Zelle visit our Web Site at:
https:/imccaradlands.org/donate.html

Mission Statement

1 Adidress PO Box 9931

psvela76@amail.com
stevediazwhosoever@agmail.com
rasmussen.thos@agmail.com
ridewiti@yahooc.com

https:/www. facebook.com/MCCA 1964
htto://mccaredlands.org/

P [ PRSI . /A Y Y7
Radlands, CA 92375
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