
     First Christian Reformed Church of Oskaloosa 

          Bulletin Supplement for 3/3/24 
 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES: 
A TIME FOR PRAYER: 

• You are invited to a time of prayer before our worship service every Sunday morning from 9:00-9:10 a.m. in the 

Conference Room. Everyone is welcome to join us. 

BELIEVE SERIES: 

• In our BELIEVE series we will be coming up on chapters focusing on “Spiritual Gifts”, “Giving My Time” and 

“Spiritual Resources”. These can be hard concepts for children, but most can understand the word GIVING. From 

now through March 17, we will be asking the children of the congregation to bring their Sunday school offerings 

to the front when they come up for Children’s Message and drop their money gifts in our wooden church building. 

The offering this year is going to fund scholarships for children who want to attend Lake View Camp but can’t 

afford it. 

FROM THE DEACONS: 

• Monthly Offerings: We would like the congregation to know that you may give at any time during the month to 

any of the causes we have scheduled. You DO NOT need to send separate checks each week, but one check with 

the offerings and other causes noted that you want the money to go towards would be fine. 

March Offering Schedule: 

 Date   A.M.      P.M.    

  3/3  GEMS (Local)     Benevolence 

 3/10  Lake View Camp    Gospel Singers Male Chorus 

 3/17  Mobility Worldwide    Many Hands for Haiti 

 3/24  Youth for Christ    Child Evangelism Fellowship 

 3/29        Luke Society 

 3/31  World Renew     Pacific Island Ministries  

WINTER WORSHIP FOR 2024:   

• Care Group Set-Up & Clean-Up Schedule: Today – Groups 8 & 9 

• Evening Services: Today is our last day of Winter Worship.  Our 6:00 p.m. evening services will begin again next 

week, March 10.  Remember to “Spring Forward” next Saturday evening. ☺  

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 

• There will be no Sunday School today due to the GEMS Finale’. 

SUB SANDWICHES: 

• The Cadets are currently selling SUB Sandwiches as their annual fund-raiser.  Each boy has been given a list of 

names from our church to call.  The deadline for ordering is Monday, March 4.  Sandwiches consist of Baked Ham, 

Summer Sausage, American & Swiss Cheese on a Croissant Roll.  (If you do not like Summer Sausage, we can 

make them with double Ham; just let your caller know.) They are $3.50 each or 12 for $42.00 and may be picked 

up on Wed., March 27, between 4 & 7 p.m.  If you get a call from an unfamiliar number, please answer or at least 

listen to the message and call back.  Thank you!! 

GEMS GIRLS: 

• If you need help cutting out or putting lead in your car for the races, Gene will be available in the Cadet House on 

Wednesday evening, March 6, at 6:00 to lend a hand. 

IGNITE PARENT’S: 

• A meeting will be held in the church basement this Wednesday, March 6, at 6:30 p.m. for all parents of IGNITE 

members who will attend the Pikeville Mission Trip, on June 8-15.  The $100 deposit will be collected, and forms 

will be filled out that need a parent’s signature. This is to confirm your child’s attendance in June. Questions may 

be asked at this time.   

FROM THE FLOWER COMMITTEE: 

• If you would like to purchase an Easter Lily in memory of a loved one, please contact Marilyn Vos at 626-3296. 

Plants will be $10.00 this year. The deadline for ordering is Sunday, March 10. If you just put your money in 

Marilyn’s box, please be sure to include a note saying who is ordering and who the plant is in memory of. Thanks. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: 

• The Good News Chapel VBS Staff sign-up for 2024 Breaker Rock Beach Vacation Bible School has begun! Dates 

are June 3-7. If you are interested in volunteering this year, please contact Linda Kelley at vbs@gncosky.org or 

text/call 641-660-3918. 
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QUILT TOPS: 

• On our annual Sew Day, we got 41 quilt tops laid out. If you are interested in sewing some together, they are on the 

Information Center table. After completion, just put them on the shelf across from the office and the committee will 

take care of them. Thanks, Delores & Ellize 

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES: 

• Mar. 3  = Jason Groenenboom (Joel) 

Mar. 4  = Ethan Boender, Harold De Bruin, Ken Slagter 

   Dennis & Marlene Allgood 

Mar. 5  = Lucas Roberts (Marty), Larry Van Mersbergen 

Mar. 6  = Jeff Van Donselaar, Jean Van Mersbergen 

Mar. 7  = Gene De Bruin, Dean De Ronde (Brent) 

  Steve & Jan Boender 

 Mar. 8  = Olivia De Groot (Lucas), Leon Van Kooten 

 Mar. 9   = Pat Franje 

 

REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS:       
FROM CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP: 

• Teen Christians!  Have you ever longed to be able to effectively share the gospel with your peers, your family, or 

even a stranger?  Christian Youth in Action™ Camp is the avenue for that training held 1st week of June where 

you’ll also get to ‘put it into action’ with real children AND get paid while doing it if you so choose.  CYIA is the 

training that you’ll use the rest of your life!  Come learn more at a Get Acquainted Party held each month! Bring a 

friend (or more!) & come hear from previous teen missionaries to learn more about this amazing training-including 

an opportunity for a paid summer job! Please join us the 1st Sundays of the month from 2:00-4:00 p.m.   

~ Dates:  Mar. 3 & Apr. 7  

~ Location:  CEF Office – 221 1st Ave East, Oskaloosa through April 2024 

~ Questions:  Call or text Shane (641-651-0332) or Jill Lake (641-660-0576) 

PRAISEFEST – MARCH 11-14, 2024: 

• Gospel music lovers won’t want to miss this event at the beautiful Mansion Theatre in Branson. Live performances 

include legendary artists and memorable sounds of The Collingsworth Family, Legacy Five, Booth Brothers, Ernie 

Haase & Signature Sound, Greater Vision, 4Him and more!  A bus has been chartered, hotel rooms secured, and 

group tickets in the Gold Section are on hold so if you’d like to sit back and enjoy with us, please email 

Glenda.VanWoerkom@gmail.com or call 641-780-2637 for more information. 

FROM SONSHINE PRESCHOOL: 

• Open House: SONshine Preschool will host an Open House on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, from 4:30-5:15 or 5:30-

6:15 p.m. for the 2024-2025 school year. Parents and children are invited for a casual come and go visit to the 

classroom, meet the teachers and learn about the Christ-centered learning at SONshine. We can also explain the 

process of online sign up at this time. SONshine Preschool is located within the Oskaloosa Christian School at 726 

North “E” Street, Oskaloosa, IA. 

• Sign-Up: Online sign opens on Thursday, March 21, 2024 at 5:30 p.m. Visit our website at 

www.sonshinepreschool.org for more “Admissions and Registration” information. SONshine Preschool is limited 

to the first 40 students through on-line signup.  After 40 seats are filled, students will be placed on a waiting list. 

• Other information: 

~ Students must be 4 years of age by September 15 of 2024 to qualify for free tuition. 

~ Info about Final Registration will be presented after Online signup.  

• Questions: If you have further questions about SONshine Preschool Admission & Registration, please go to 

www.sonshinepreschool.org.  

FROM PEORIA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL: 

• Open House: POP on over to Peoria Christian School on Thursday, March 21, at 7:00 p.m. for our Open House.  We 

will have a brief presentation at 7:00 p.m. followed by a time for individual questions and school tours. Join us for 

an evening of popcorn, snacks, and fellowship to learn more about Peoria Christian School!  Please contact Michelle 

De Haan at office@peoriachr.org with any questions or to RSVP for this event.  

• Job Openings:  Peoria Christian School is hiring for the following positions for the 2024/2025 school year:   

~ 5th/6th Grade Classroom Teacher (Full-Time)   

~ 7th/8th Grade Science Teacher (Part-Time) 

~ IXL (Part-Time)    ~ 1st/8th Grade Spanish Teacher (Part-Time) 

If you or someone you know is interested, please contact Jeremy Copenhaver at principal@peoriachr.org.   
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FROM PELLA CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS:  

• PCHS’s Theatre Troupe concludes their successful theatre season with Harper Lee’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 

novel, To Kill a Mockingbird. Timeless and lingering, this hard-hitting work explores prejudice, compassion and 

the courage to do what is right.  Set in a sleepy Alabama town in the midst of the Great Depression, Scout and her 

brother, Jem, live with their widowed father, Atticus Finch. Reminiscent of a bygone era, the children play outside 

in the summer, act out stories and fantasize about their mysterious neighbor, Boo Radley. The seemingly peaceful 

town begins to crack when a young black man is accused of a terrible crime and local lawyer Atticus defends the 

man with an unshakeable moral conviction.  Under the direction of Marlo Van Peursem, To Kill a Mockingbird will 

be presented March 22 & 23, with reserved tickets available for purchase on-line beginning March 4. 
FROM OSKALOOSA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL: 

• Job Openings: OSCI has the following job openings for the 2024-25 school year:        

~ Kinder Kids Classroom Aide 

~ Part-time Art Teacher 

~ Part-time 6th – 8th Math Teacher 

If you or anyone you know is interested, application forms are available on our website 

(www.oskaloosachristian.net) or in our school office.  If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Rietema at 

rietemaj@oskaloosachristian.net or call the school at 641-672-2174. 

• New Full-Time Administrative Position: OSCI is excited to announce an opening for a new full-time 

administrative position! We are currently collecting applications for a new Director of Learning and Advancement. 

This person will serve the school in various capacities including Teacher & Student Support, Marketing/Promotions, 

Admissions, and Administrative Assistance. If you or anyone you know might be interested in applying, please stop 

by the school office or contact Joel Rietema at rietemaj@oskaloosachristian.net for an application packet. 

• Coaching Opportunity: OSCI is also seeking a Boys’ Basketball Coach for the 2024-25 school year.  If you are 

interested, please contact Athletic Director Shannon Semini at 641-660-7036.  
FROM LAKE VIEW CAMP: 

• Lake View Camp is excited to announce that summer camp registration is OPEN! Send your child on a great 

summer adventure where they will swim, fish, canoe, hike, and play crazy games – all while growing deeper in 

their faith. Lake View Camp offers day camps, overnight camps, service camps, and grand camps. More information 

and online registration available at www.lakeviewconference.com. Registration forms are also available from the 

Information Center Rack.  
YOU ARE INVITED: 

• The Young At Heart Group from Pella Calvary CRC are taking a motor coach trip to Duluth, MN, June 17-21, 

2024. You are invited to join them. Please contact Christy Van Zee at 641-628-1068 or vanzeejc@gmail.com for 

more information.   
FROM CRCNA: 

• You are making a difference! On behalf of the ministries of the Christian Reformed Church in North America, 

thank you for your gifts to ministry shares. Your support enables congregations to do so much more to further God's 

Kingdom than any one church could do alone. Our denomination could not impact the world through missions, 

media, and church development without your incredible and faithful support. Thank you! To discover more visit 

www.crcna.org/ministryshares.   
WORLD RENEW UPDATE: 

• More than 15,000 children under five die every day—many from malnutrition and illnesses that are easily 

preventable. Improving the health of communities is a critical part of World Renew’s work. 
FROM CRC NEWS: 

• From ReFrame Ministries: 

~ Groundwork – The Shame Of The Cross: As we seek to comprehend the fullness of Jesus’ sacrifice, we need to  

   revisit the shame of the cross. Join Groundwork as we study Isaiah 53:1-3, Philippians 2:5-8, Genesis 2:25,  

   Genesis 3:7-10, Hebrews 12:1-3, and 1 Peter 2:4-6 to examine the relationship between sin and shame and  

   unpack why Jesus’ experience of shame was necessary for our salvation. Listen now at  

   www.GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes. 

~ Kids Corner – Living a Holy Life: Check out this week’s kids’ devotion at www.kidscorner.net. Have you ever  

   wanted to do something that you knew wasn’t right? We all wrestle with sin, but we need to take personal  

   responsibility. We can’t blame Satan for our poor behavior (Ephesians 6:11-17). Check out all the great content  

   at www.kidscorner.net, like KC’s Lent and Easter Collection. 

• Festival of Faith And Writing: The Calvin Center for Faith and Writing invites you to attend the Festival of Faith 

& Writing, April 11-13, on the campus of Calvin University. The Festival features over 70 speakers, including 
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plenary speakers Anthony Doerr, Yaa Gyasi, and Tracy K. Smith. Visit our website to see our full roster of fabulous 

speakers, purchase tickets, or to learn more. Questions? Reach out to ccfw@calvin.edu.  

• Thrive Faith Formation Tip: Most of us are not naturally good listeners, and that can affect our relationship with 

God. Practice “listening prayer” this week. Find a quiet spot, calm your mind, and invite God to speak to your heart. 

Learn more at www.crcna.org/FaithPracticesProject.  

 

 

 

 

***************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

Highlights from Classis Central Plains 

• Classis met on February 24th at Cedar CRC. 

• Candidate Brandon Mick successfully sustained his Classical Examination. Brandon has received a call from 

Calvary Pella to serve as a Chaplain at Vermeer and his ordination service will happen at a later date. 

• At their request, Rick Admiraal and Justin Van Zee were honorably released from ordained ministry in the CRC. 

Rick is seeking ordination in the Reformed Church of America as he has accepted a call to Lakeview Community 

Church in New York State and Justin is continuing in Cambodia as a mental health counselor. Moreover, Classis 

granted retirement status to Dan Brouwer who previously served Second Pella (Cornerstone) and has recently 

been a Specialized Transitional Minister serving churches as an Interim Pastor. Classis thanks these men for their 

service to our churches and denomination.  

• Ms. Carol Van Klompenberg presented on behalf of World Renew as she finishes her term as our representative 

to the World Renew Board. 

• Rev. Erik Kamp (First Oskaloosa) was elected to serve as Classis representative to the CRC Council of Delegates, 

finishing the term of Rev. Tom Wolthuis who is moving out of our Classis.  

• Classis selected the following Delegates for Synod 2024 (June 14-20, Calvin University): Rev. Mark Jicinsky 

(Crossroads Des Moines), Rev. Mike Bentley (Trinity St. Louis) and Elder Dan Frieswick (Trinity St. Louis). 

Classis is in need of a Deacon Delegate and is asking the churches for nominations. 

• Speakers presented updates on the Classis ministries of New Life Prison Church, Areopagus Campus Ministry 

(ISU) and Geneva Campus Ministry (UI).  

• Classis concluded with the delegates breaking out into small group prayer time. 

On behalf of Classis Central Plains, 

Jon Spronk, Stated Clerk 
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  First Christian Reformed Church of Oskaloosa, IA 

Notes of Council Meeting held Monday, February 26, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

All members present except Pastor Erik Kamp & Keith Brink who were absent with notice. 

 

• Chairman Paul Van Donselaar called the meeting to order. 

• Pastor Jon opens with scripture from Philippians 2:5-9 and opens with prayer. 

• Church Order Articles 1-3 are reviewed. 

• Council Minutes of January 8 & January 29, 2024 – approved. 

• Old Business: 

A.  Organ Discussion – tabled from prior meeting. 

B.  2024 Goals – split into groups for discussions to be held over the next month. 

  1. Youth Retention – Lucas R, Mitchel V, Adam DB, Chris P, Jeff VD and Keith B  

  2. Wider Involvement – Steve P, Lucas DG, Tim J and Kyle DR 

  3. Welcoming Visitors – Doug R, Paul VD, Brennan P, Rich DB and Josh VD 

  4. Genuine Relationships – Mike B, Joel DB, Brent DR & Trent M 

• Correspondence:  

A. Gospel Singers Male Chorus – looking for people to help with the service they will be doing in our church on 

the evening of March 10. Paul Van Donselaar has the request. 

B. Love, INC – thank you’s received for letting them use our facility and for those who installed a door. 

C. Developing Great Relationships – received a thank you for the offering taken for them. 

D. Maple Ridge/Homestead of Oskaloosa – Open House on Thursday, Feb. 29, from 5:30-7:00 p.m.   

• Items Added to the Agenda: 

A. Council Meeting Dates: Motion made to move the meeting to the 2nd Monday after the last Sunday of the 

month.  Motion passed.  

B. Motion made that the Kitchen Committee be under the umbrella of the Fellowship Committee.  Motion 

passed.  

• December 2023 & January 2024 Deacon Reports: 

A. Deacon Josh Van Donselaar reports for the December & January General Fund:  

1. December Budget envelopes  $ 58,835.50  2. December Balance  $   4,184.36 

3. January Balance   $ 39,228.25  

B. Deacon Adam De Bruin reports for Benevolent and Enduring Gifts: 

  1. Benevolent Fund – Dec.  $ 14,545.67     2. Enduring Gifts – Dec.             $      658.57 

   3. Benevolent Fund – Jan. $ 14,546.99     4. Enduring Gifts – Jan.              $      658.60 

 C.  Deacon Brennan Plate reports for the Building Fund:      

1. December    $   8,650.54 2. January   $   8,651.37  

 D.  Deacon Trent Meyer reports for Special Offerings:       

1. December    $ 22,368.61 2. January   $ 19,532.82  

E.  Deacon Mitchel Veenstra reports for Christian Education Fund:             

  1. Balance on hand 12/31/23 $   

2. Tuition owed to schools    $   

G. All financial reports were given and approved by adopted motion. 

H.  Minutes of the January 1, 2024 Deacons meeting were received. 

• April Deacon Report (given for information only): 

A. Deacon Trent Meyer reports for the April offering schedule: 

     AM          PM 

   4/7 Cadets (Local)    Missionary Support  

4/14 Cary Christian Center   Samaritan’s Purse 

4/21 Child Evangelism Fellowship  Teen Challenge 

4/28 Christian Opportunity Center  GEMS (International) 

• Committee Reports:  

A. Education Committee: approved names for IGNITE and GEMS leaders 

• Joys and Concerns were shared.  Pastor Erik’s grandmother is in Hospice Care. 

• Next Meeting: Monday, April 8, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.  

• Motion to adjourn prevails & Deacon Mike Boender closed in prayer. 

 


