Oskaloosa
1t CRC
Newsletter

July — August 2026

Where the Li@[ Pads Grow

Down by the pond where the lily pads grow
There’s a spot, quiet spot, where oftimes 1 go.
In the ﬁ'esﬁness of morning, the heat cf the cfay,
The cool of the evening, when night wends its way
My soul is refreshed, my heart finds new hope
As 1 sit by the pond where the [ily pads grow.

Down by the pond where the lily pads “bloom,”
In summer 1 sit by the light of the moon.
The night sound re-echo events of the day

While my thoughts take wing as humbly 1 pray:
“Thank You, Lord God, for the still of this “room”
Down by the pond where the lily pads “bloom.”

Loise Pinkerton Fritz




From Pastor Spronk’s Desk

SUMMARY OF SYNOD 2026

Synod 2026 was held in Grand Rapids from June 12-18.
Many decisions were made and I will highlight several below:

Synod 2025 had commissioned Resonate (CRC Missions Agency) to develop a 10-year plan for church planting in the
CRCNA. That plan was presented to Synod 2026. Asking churches to begin with prayer and fasting, the five
additional elements in the plan are discipleship multiplication, leadership development, church planting pathways,
legacy (or closing church) pathways, and funding and capacity development. The report can be found at
https://www.crcna.org/sites/degault/files/Agenda_Supplement-Resonate_Global Mission.pdf.

Responding an Overture from Classis Grand Rapids East, Synod 2026 approved the creation of a study committee to
define Christian Nationalism that will present a report to Synod 2028. Synod requested that a report that “defines the
parameters of Christian Nationalism, describes its cultural appeal in the North America context, provides an account
of its historical iterations world-wide, explores its doctrinal relation to the Three Forms of Unity and a Reformed
approach to Scripture, and provides a pastoral response and guidance.”

Synod 2026 welcomed three new appointments to high level positions. Rev. Darrell Delaney will be the new director
of ReFrame (formerly Back to God Hour Ministries). Mr. Lee Carter will be the new director of Thrive (the CRCNA
congregational support ministry). Rev. Lora Copley has been appointed as the Banner Editor-in-Chief (locally, we
know Lora as she has served as the Campus Director of the lowa State University Campus Ministry known as

Areopagus).

Synod 2026 received the report of a task force that recommended procedures for the discipline of office-bearers. The
task force resulted from confusion about how or if a church council or classis can be disciplined by a broader
assembly of the Christian Reformed Church, namely synod. It added wording to the Church Order Supplement,
Article 27-b, stating that when necessary for the well-being of the churches, a classis or synod may guide discipline to
a local council or classes even if not requested. “Maintaining accountability may include steps of special discipline,”
which include suspension or deposition, according to the adopted report. A church or classis that does not comply
would be considered to have de facto disaffiliated from the denomination.

Synod 2026 rejected a recommendation from its Council of Delegates to move to a biennial meeting instead of
meeting annually. Though there is a need to balance costs and revenue, that was a move delegates weren’t willing to
make. They noted that the savings are not enough to justify a change and that this is a significant time in the life of
our denomination when unity and strengthening are needed. Synod voted to establish a task force to make
recommendations about consolidations and/or overall restructuring of classes to Synod 2028.

In what was the most heated decision of Synod 2026, delegates voted to leave the World Communion of Reformed
Churches (WCRC), an ecumenical organization the CRC has belonged to since its founding in 2010. Delegates to
synod expressed concern over the WCRC’s endorsement of liberation theology, LGBT+ rights, and abortion. The
CRC continues to be a part of the World Reformed Fellowship (WRF) which is another worldwide ecumenical

reformed organization.

Additionally, numerous other decisions were made. New candidates for ordained ministry were welcomed. Retiring
pastors and ministry leaders were celebrated. Reports and budgets were approved.

Finally, the vibe of Synod 2026 continues to be a fragile unity in the aftermath of the conflicted Synods of 2022-24.
The CRC has lost 75+ churches and over 100 pastors (active and retired) due to the decisions around human sexuality.
Yet there does seem to be a turning toward examining the future. The questions still resound: What does it mean to be
CRC? What is unique about the CRC? And how do we seek a vision and mission as a denomination in the future? As

people of the CRC, we continue to prayerfully seek God’s will in an uncertain future.
In Christ, Pastor Jon



Church Family News

Steve & Jenessa Kaisand
2286 Old Hwy 92
Tracy, IA 50256

Jean Rozenboom
/7 Fairway Drive
Oskaloosa, IA 52577
641-660-9754
vimer@hotmail.com

Tysen & Amelia (Boender) De Vries
~ 5/25/26

Iva Lynn De Bruin - 5/27/26
daughter of Lucas & Bethany
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Pastor Jon Spronk

Pastor Erik Kamp
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Lucas De Groot
Roger Fynaardt
Allen Groenenboom
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Jeff Van Donselaar

Leon Van Kooten
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Adam De Bruin
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Dan McKinney

Brad McMahan
Chris Pierson
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First CRC Council 2026
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Elder
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Deacon

Deacon
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2029

2027
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2028
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2028
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2028
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641-295-5155
673-5693

641-417-9433

641-660-3124

641-777-4970
641-660-6893
641-660-6719
319-899-8343

641-891-2672
641-660-6455
641-295-3286
641-660-1602

641-295-3056

641-660-6731
641-660-3957

641-295-2111
641-295-2883
641-931-6491

641-295-0479
641-670-0081
641-670-0584

(Cell)
(Study)

Communion, Care Groups &
Records Clerk

Worship Committee
Fellowship
Building & Grounds Comm.

Council Clerk, Elder’s VP,
& Pulpit Supply

Elder’s Clerk & Council VP
Education Comm. & Library
Youth Elder

Evangelism Comm., Bulletin,
Communion, Care Groups

President, Pulpit Supply

Building Fund Treasurer

Deacon Chairman &
Disaster Relief Coordinator

Benevolence & Enduring Gifts
Ass’t General Fund Treasurer

Deacon Secretary &
Disability Concerns

Vicar & C.E.F. Treasurer
General Fund Treasurer

Special Offerings Treasurer &
Tech. Committee
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Sue De Bruin

Katelyn Van Donselaar

Custodian

Church Secretary

673-4272
673-7303

1-641-226-1495

(Office)
(Home)

Updated 11/11/25



Nursery Schedule
July - August 2026

July 5

July 12

July 19

(Communion)

July 26

August 2

August 9

August 16

August 23

August 30

A.M.

Stacy B, Aubrey K
Daxton R

Joan K, Kristina G
Malaki B

AnnaBelle C, Elijah B
Kwynn DB, Nora DG

Karen F, Leah L
Natalie B

Ki B, Dean DR
Hannah B

Cassia B, Luke VD
Kohen DB

Mary Beth J, Caroline J
Molly C

Ellize C, Dylan R
Becky G

Jaynee G, Finn S
Larissa H
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. Mobili b o
. Worldwide’’

IA~Leighton

Kumba Kamara, 35, lives in
Pendembu Town in Sierra Leone.
Sheis unable to walk due to polio

and previously relied on a
wheelchair. When the
wheelchair stopped working,
Kumba was unable to safely move
in her community. She learned
about Mobility cart
distributions and she qualified for
a cart. Today she is once again
able to move independently. and
plans to support herself with a
small trading business.
Kumba shared her deep gratitude
to the donors and volunteers who
made the cart.
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SPRING 2026 NEWSLETTER

Our mission is to reflect the love of Jesus by bringing mobility and dignity
to those in developing countries who are unable to walk and provide the
opportunity for meaningful work for volunteers.

+ Lined up, ready, and waiting to change life for 35 5
recipients at the National Rehabilitation Center .

in Freetown, Sierra Leone.
These carts were shipped in 2025.

Across Sierra Leone, access to mobility is
creating new paths
to education, work, and daily life.

< TO GOD BE THE GLORY -

~ Shop: Mobekty Worldwide - Leighton, lowa
i Partner: Mobility Worldwide - Sierra Leone

E & Cop |
L]

Adu, astudent from Boroma Koidu City
continuing his education despite
significant obstacles, including polio. His
Mohility cartwill help him travel to the
university in Kono, reducinghisreliance
on public transportation and allowing
himtofocus onbeingin schoolinstead of
howtogetthere.

Faith is a hairdresser in Koidu City, where

she’s built her livelihood and stays active

. in her community. Now, with a Mobility

| cart, she can get to work and church on her

own, staying connected to the life she’s
worked hard to create.

Photos and stories copied from Mobility Worldwide
Sierra Leo-

God has blessed Mobility Worldwide-IA Leighton abundantly
since the beginning of the affiliate's start date in 2021.
In July 2026, we will be celebrating 15 years and the production

of 9500+ Mobility carts!

Whether you volunteered, gave,or shared you have been part of this mission!



January 26, 2026—a day when temperatures in lowa plummeted below zero, a group of
around 25 volunteers bundled up and showed up to pack a shipping container bound for
Haiti with 160 Mobility carts, late Christmas gifts for the children in the Many Hands
programs and other supplies.

1-The Power of Elevation: In places like Haiti, a lack of mobility often means one is
completely isolated. For individuals who have lost the use of their legs, their entire world is
reduced to the patch of ground they can crawl across. When a man or woman is lifted onto
the seat of a PET cart, everything shifts. They are elevated 24 inches. A PET cart doesn’t
heal a person’s legs, but it lifts them off the ground so they can look the world in the eye.
2-The Unseen Middle: Between the packing of the container and the delivery of the cart is
a long slow journey across the ocean. When it reaches the port in Haiti, Haitian staff will
make the difficult journey to secure it and bring it to the Many Hands campus. The carts will
personally be distributed to the most needy and vulnerable in the region.

. 3-Your Link in the Chain: The person riding the cart in Haiti will likely never meet the

A box packed in the freezing winter volunteer who packed it in lowa or the person who built it at Mobility Worldwide.

of lowa becomes a vehicle of dignity True impact doesn’t require recognition; it just requires participation.
in the Spring of Haiti.

Words written by Tim Brand—Many Hands

THAT IS LOVE IN ACTION!

On April 1, we shipped 229 of our caris to s
Sierra Leone. A member from Faith Church in g
Pella worked with the minister from a
CRC Church in Sierra Leone to facilitate the =20 25
shipment. The Pella church covered shipping and distribution costs
to supply carts for the African church members in need and
others in the community.
To God be the Glory for providing the opportunity for communication
between the churches, for the funds raised by the church members
and for the volunteers who built and loaded the carts.

We express our sympathy
to the family of Dale Deur “YOU CAN NOT CHANGE THE WHOLE WORLD,
who died November 14 2025. BUT YOU CAN CHANGE SOMEONE’S WHOLE WORLD”

HHe was a volunteer Andrew Gifford quote

in the wood shop during
2023-2024.

" MOBILITY WORLDWIDE - TA LEIGHTON DONATION

We express our sympathy | .
b o the fami[ Of Curt Hite | Yes, I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY to a person
' 4 ' whose legs do not function

who died April 29, 2026.
He was a volunteer
in the Assembly shop in 'NAME:
2022-2023. | ADDRESS:
CITY ST ZIP

For more information about our ministry contact: - Employer matching Gift:

Pete Verhey Larry Geetings
641-204-1972  641-780-1274
email: info@petia.org
Visit us on the web at mobilityia.org
501© 3 non-profit Tax #45-1837281

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide IA-Leighton
mail fo:
Pete Verhey 100 Kirkwood Pella IA 50219

All donations to Mobility Worldwide are tax deductible
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Thank you for helping young people across Africa to hear the Gospel.

Share the Gospel with Young People

“Let the children come to me. Don't stop them! For the Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like these children.” More
than 2,000 years ago, Jesus proclaimed these familiar words in Luke 18. Through this one statement, Jesus reveals His
heart for young ones. He made Himself available to the kids, just as He always does for people—no matter their age.

Whether it’s in schools, through sports, or at church, God is doing mighty work in the hearts of young people. Our Bible
study curriculum for children—the Discovery Series—has created new opportunities to spread Christ’s hope to kids in
places like Haiti and Brazil for the first time.

God’'s Word Transforms Lives and Communities

Her smile is so bright it might hurt your eyes. Four years ago, that smile had disappeared.

Hopelessness had taken hold of Ashley. At 11, believing her life was
meaningless, she cut her wrists.

Ashley lives in Batangas, Philippines. Despite the vibrant community
around her, she felt surrounded by darkness.

After her suicide attempt, Ashley tried to find purpose. But
nothing helped. Suicidal thoughts still filled her mind. She felt
like her life had no meaning—Ilike a puzzle with a missing piece.
Then Ashley’s little sister, a new Christian, helped her find it at
church. One day, her sister excitedly said, “Hey, big sister, come
with me to church. It’s cheerful there!” Seeking joy, Ashley
decided to give it a try.

There, she met Pastor Bitek, a Bible League-trained Christian.
His teaching on John 10:10 brought Jesus alive for Ashley. Finally,
Ashley found the piece to make her whole. It had been Jesus all

Continued on next page



God's Word Transforms Lives (continued)
along, She continued studying God’s Word through the Bible League Bible study. Eventually, she accepted Christ as her Lord.

Now, at 15, her smile is back. Since becoming a believer, she has also completed Bible League’s Bible-based Literacy class.
Today, she is joyfully teaching literacy to children in remote areas. But it’s not all rainbows. Flecks of gray still appear

as she endures anxiety attacks. In those moments, she turns to Jesus. “Talking to Him truly empowers me to turn my
sorrows into joy.”

Today, Ashley isn’t just surviving—she’s helping others to discover the same hope that saved her life.

Prayer Requests

» One hundred kindergartners in Indonesia are hearing how much God loves them through Bible League’s children’s
Bible studies. May these little ones grow up rooted in Christ and His Word.

« Pray for the children at schools in Adeiso, Ghana, who recently completed their Bible League Bible studies.

« Praise the Lord for the 72 children in Egypt who have finished the Discovery Series Bible study program. Ask God to
transform their lives and families through the power of the Gospel.

Join Others in Leading
* Young Hearts to Christ

When you join with the Bible League Volunteer Ambassadors,
youre making an eternal difference in young hearts in 42
countries! Your gifts and heartfelt prayers provide Bibles and
invaluable biblical resources that help young people know
Jesus. Each $14 you provide today has the power to root a
child in God’s Word. Young people are often more open to
the Gospel and eager sharers of it. Through them, siblings,
grandparents, and parents discover God’s Word. Entire
families transform. Thank you!

SESCUBRIENDO BAgias
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The Holy Spirit is transforming young lives!

Listen to The Word in Action—a podcast about how God’s Word is
transforming lives around the globe. You’ll hear from people who are spreading
the hope of Jesus each day. Explore new stories monthly of how God is moving

i
ahsfﬁ E WW@ h“?{ U in the lives of kids, persecuted believers, church planters, and so many others.
IN ACTION Subscribe, listen to, and comment on your favorite podcast app,
HELRERAENE FEREAST or tune in at: bibleleague.org/action-podcast

1 Bible League Plaza « Crete, IL 60417 « 866-825-4636 « bibleleague.org
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1 m _ | MEXICAN CHRISTIAN CHILDREN’S AID SUMMER
*'” 4 : #' And whoever welcomes a little child like this in My name welcomes Me. Matt. 18:5 2026

Serving the needy children of Northern Baja since 1964

Then and Now - Revisited

Helen Babcock, a long time member of the MCCA, provided this copy (Left) of an
old MCCA Newsletter dating back to May of 2013. In it is an article that illustrates the
amazing growth of our ministry, from if's beginning in late 1964. We began back then with

Ao just 1 or 2 Trucks and delivered 1200 pounds of food, that first year, to a couple 2-3

i Children's Homes. Fast forward 48 years to 2012, At that point we were sending 12 to 14
trucks delivering about 185,000 pounds in annual food to many organizations that were
feeding the needy children of Baja Mexico. God most certainly provided for and blessed
our ministry with faithful donors, drivers and riders to expand the monthly mission.

The MCCA is now in it's 62nd year of ministry. Current 2026 comparisons to

2012 show the amounts of bulk food delivered annually has continued to grow substantial-
ly. The April 2026 delivery contained roughly 27,000 pounds of food for about 60 minis-
tries. Thirteen trucks with drivers and helpers were sent across the border with spread-
sheets specifying precise amounts of each commadity and where to deliver them. The
result is that, plus or minus a little, 324,000 pounds annually is distributed. Each truck car-
ries between 2000 - 3000 pounds as it leaves the El Florido Market where we purchase the
food. As the well known worship song proclaims “ Our Gad is an Awesome God! “
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A SNAPSHOT OF THOSE WHO RECEIVE NOURSHMENT
THE MESSAGE OF SALVATION JESUS CHRIST HIS AMAZING LOVE AND GRACE
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Donations, which may be tax deductible can be made by visiting our website at http://mccaredlands.org/

Founded in 1964 in Redlands, CA., Mexican Christian Children's Aid is a, 501(c)(3), Charitable Organization. It began when a group of Christian busi-
ness people were moved to address the sharp contrast between the affluence in the U.S., and the abject poverty found just across our southern border
in Mexico. We purchase and provide monthly bulk food deliveries and other assistance to local Christian organizations in the northern Baja region. We
deliver the food donations primarily to organizations that sponsor Children’s Homes and or operate periodic Feeding Programs to needy families. Along
with the food, Spanish transiation Bibles, Gospel Tracts, and other items are generally a part of our deliveries. Our monthly runs consist of all volunteer
drivers and riders who donate their vehicles full of fuel and literally everything needed to complete the mission each time we go.
The MCCA does not own or rent a building, nor are there any paid staff.

The result is that 100% of all monetary donations goes directly to purchase food products.




——— IN MEMORY OF

]akob (Jay) Melnders

¥ m
Born in The Netherlands in 1934, Jay Meinders, our beloved
brother in Christ passed away on March 30, 2026. He immi-
grated to the United States in 1957 and in 1964, he married
Marie Rietkerk. They were blessed with 4 children. That year
was also the beginning of the MCCA and Jay became a faithful
and dedicated member of our organization, giving of his time
and treasure. He also served in the U.S. Army. He is survived
by his wife of 61 years Marie Meinders and their children, and
their children’s children. See you again soon brother Jay!

Cherl Wohler

Cheri Wohler (left), along side her sister Carynna her nephew
Anthony, and brother-in-law Charles Shinski on our December
2025 MCCA trip. Pictured in front of the “Door of Faith “ chil-
dren's home, Cheri felt an overwhelming sense of community
and fell in love with our mission. She was being treated for can-
cer at the time and on Wednesday, April 22nd, after a coura-
geous fight , Cheri went home to be with her Lord, Jesus
Christ. She wanted nothing more than to come on another trip,
but our ways are not His ways. Prayers for Carynna and the

Shinski family.

*** THINGS TO CONSIDER REGARDING DONATIONS TO THE MCCA ***
Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) allow individuals aged 702 or older to donate directly from an IRA to a qualified
501(c)(3) charity, keeping the distribution out of taxable income. For 2026, the annual QCD limit is indexed for inflation
and set at $111,000 per taxpayer. These distributions can also satisfy required minimum distributions (RMDs) without
increasing adjusted gross income—an advantage that has become even more valuable under the 2026 tax rules, which
impose new limitations on charitable deductions. By reducing taxable income directly, QCDs help retirees maintain tax
efficiency, avoid Medicare IRMAA surcharges, and maximize the impact of their charitable giving.

Gifting appreciated stock to a qualified charity is a highly tax-efficient way to give because it allows you to avoid paying
capital gains tax on the stock’s growth while still receiving a charitable deduction for its full fair market value, provided the
shares have been held for more than one year. By donating the stock directly—rather than selling it first—you bypass
capital gains tax that could otherwise reach up to 23.8%, allowing the charity to receive the full value of your gift and ena-
bling you to maximize your tax savings. “Please seek the counsel of your Financial or Tax advisors for more information.
Shared by Kirk M. Shelby, Senior Vice President/Investments | CA Insurance License #0A42368

Shelby / Fields Wealth Management.  kirk.shelby@stifel.com

. - . ' Paul Vela President psvela76@gamail.com
tMCCA lfs a rﬁjlrlc;stry_obedlgn; to GOC:S. call Charles Shinski Vice President ninovivola@yahoo.com
0 care for children in need by supplying Steve Diaz Interim Treasurer stevediazwhosoever@gmail.com

Don Dresner Secretary donandglady@msn.com

those in Baja California with food, Span-
ish translation Bibles and the opportunity

to know the love of Jesus Christ.
https://www.facebook.com/MCCA1964

Facebook:
hittp://mccaredlands.org/

Web Site:
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