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Back 1o School PFW A

Dear Heavenly Father,

J[SCEENCE]]
As we embark on a new school year, " H'STORY[%
We come to You seeking READING

Your guidance and blessings.

Please watch over all the students,
teachers, staff and parents, filling
their hearts with Your peace and wisdom.

Help each one to face the challenges
ahead with courage and faith,
trusting in Your presence and provision.

May this year be filled with growth,
learning and the joy of discovering
more about Your world.

Keep everyone safe and let Your
love shine through in all that we do.

In Jesus name, Amen.

CoffeewithStarla.com



From Pastor Kamp’s Desk
ELEVATE

[t was a little over two years ago — at the beginning of 2024 — that the Council gathered together and discerned four areas
that we felt the Spirit was leading us to focus on that year: Youth Retention, Welcoming Visitors, Genuine Relationships
and Worship Involvement. To this day, people still on occasion bring up those areas of focus saying how they appreciated
having such a clear purpose; while also questioning how much we grew in those areas.

[ want to begin by saying that while there has been little public discussion about these focuses since 2024, they still
remain core concerns of the Council of this church. These are areas that we are still passionate about and pray over.

As the Education Committee introduces the “Elevate Program” this year (a pilot version with 9" grade only) [ want us to
receive it as part of this larger and longer focus that we as a church have desired for a number of years.

What is Elevate?

Simply put, Elevate is an intergeneration church discipleship program that facilitates connecting individual youths during
their high school years with individual adults of their choosing for discipleship together. Elevate takes place one Sunday
a month during the Sunday School time offering a short devotional and helpful questions to encourage the sharing of life
and faith together. These monthly meetings would continue through all four years of High School giving both participants
the opportunity to grow in their relationship together.

When I heard about this ministry (from those who could not speak highly enough of it) in Faith CRC in Pella I thought
this might be God’s provision for the very thing that we as a church have longed to pursue: Genuine Relationships and

Youth Retention,

Elevate has been running for 7-8 years at Faith CRC and has transformed their church community by becoming one of the
most beloved parts of the life of the church from both the youth and adults who participate in it. I would highly encourage
anybody who knows someone at Faith to ask their opinion. There was also an article written by the denomination
“Elevate: Connecting Generations™ that might be worth reading to get their opinions of how it has fared. You may find
that at https://www.crcna.org/news-and-events/news/elevate-connecting-generations. One insight worth sharing is how the
adult participants speak of their own growth through the time together. There is a mutual blessing and sharpening in
walking together.

Now [ could fill the remainder of this article with all the knowledge I have received from conversations with and
presentations by those who are part of Elevate, but I would rather speak as a father of a daughter starting 9" grade Sunday
School this year. Will she be losing a little bit of formal church education with elevate? Yes. However, she may
potentially gain a friend and sister in Christ to initially walk with her these years: to listen to her, to share successes and
struggles, to grow in grace and knowledge and to love her as the church ought. As a Christian Father that excites me more
than any curriculum. With our baptismal vows we have been called to more than just teach the next generation; we have
promised to know them and love them. I see such incredible potential in Elevate to continue these promises in new and

exciting ways.

[ am now in my early 40’s and am immensely grateful for the extensive education that I received from the Christian
Reformed Church. The blessings and benefits that [ will never fully comprehend. While I do not remember the
individual lessons learned, I do remember some individual people who taught me in important ways. When I return to
Orland Park CRC, I seek out those individuals who walked with me, knew me, and discipled me.

My hope and prayer is that Elevate will bless all the youths of this church with such an important person.
Soli Deo Gloria, Amen.



Church Family News

Joyce Slagter
906 Hazel St, Apt. 209
Pella, IA 50219

In Loving Memory:

Millie Ann Grafke — 6/29/26
daughter of Saif & Jaynee

Membership Updates

Transferred: Amelia (Boender) De Vries to
Sully CRC of Sully, IA ~ 7/13/26

Professmns of Faith ~ 8/2/26

- Adalli Boender
Elijah Boender

Natalie Boender

Lucas Roberts

Phineas Spronk

Recelved Breanna Ten Pas from Hope CRC
of Hull, IA ~ 8/10/26
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& Pulpit Supply

Elder’s Clerk & Council VP
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Ass’t General Fund Treasurer

Deacon Secretary &
Disability Concerns

Vicar & C.E.F. Treasurer
General Fund Treasurer

Special Offerings Treasurer &
Tech. Committee
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Sue De Bruin

Katelyn Van Donselaar

Church Secretary

Custodian
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1-641-226-1495

(Office)
(Home)
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Nursery Schedule
September - October 2026

A.M.

Sept. 6 Bethany DB (L), Cayden P
Allison V

Sept. 13 Karen DB, Harper McK
Lake DR

Sept. 20 Galen H, Leah S

(Communion) Clara B, Raegan DG

Sept. 27 Kelly P, Jared R
Sophia P

Oct. 4 Rachael H, Johnathon J
Violet DG

Oct. 11 Luke B, Natalie P
Hazel C

Oct. 18 Lisa DB, Nick S
Cora DG

Oct. 25 Heather C, Adalli B
Kahlan K
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ACROSS:

1. His surname was Mark. (Acts 15:37)

3. A prophet who took Paul’s girdle and bound his own hands and feet. (Acts 21:11)

5. Paul wrote an epistle to him concerning Onesimus. (Philemon 1:1)

7. Paul stayed with this man in Jerusalem for fifteen days. He was also one of the
Lord’s apostles. (Galations 1:18)

10. Paul wrote to this man concerning the rules governing bishops in the church.
(Titus 1:4)

11. Paul sent this man to the Ephesians. (Ephesians 6:21)

12. He went with Paul on his second missionary journey. (Acts 15:40)

13. His mother was a Jewess but his father was a Greek. (Acts 16:1)

14. He went on Paul’s first missionary trip to Antioch. (Acts 13:2)

15. Paul stayed at this man’s house in Corinth. (Acts 18:7)

16. The Lord’s brother. (Galations 1:19)

DOWN:

2. Paul wrote to Philemon concerning this man. (Philemon 1:10)

3. He was a tentmaker like Paul. (Acts 18:2)

4. This man went with Paul, Barnabas and Silas to Antioch. (Acts 15:22)

5. Aquila’s wife. (Acts 18:2)

6. This young man fell out of a balcony window listening to Paul. (Acts 20:9)

8. A chief ruler of the synagogue who believed in the Lord along with the members
of his house. (Acts 18:8)

9. She was a seller of purple fabric. (Acts 16:14)



2026 - 2027 Sunday School Calendar

September 13
September 20
September 27
October 4
October 11
October 18
October 25
November 1
November 8
November 15
November 22
November 29
December 6
December 13

December 20

December 27
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2026

SS Begins/Lesson 1

K-8 Program Practice

( If Needed )

Thanksgiving Break

( No Classes )

K-8 Program Practice
K-8 Program Practice

SS Christmas Program
Christmas Break

Christmas Break

Mission Emphasis Sunday TBD

January 3
January 10
January 17
January 24
February 7
February 14
February 21
February 28

March 7

March 14

March 21
March 28

April 4

April 11
April 18
April 25

May 2

2027

Classes resume and
K-8 visit Homestead

GEMS Sunday -
( No Classes )

Spring Break - (15-19)
( No Classes )

Easter - ( No Classes )

Cadet Sunday -
Regular classes

Last Classes &
Sunday School Recognition
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Sunday School Teachers 2026 — 2027

Teachers:

Trent & Christy Meyer
Carol De Ronde-Richards
Kyle & Meredith De Ronde
BJ & Cassia Boender

Ben Boender & Ki Boender
Ben Boender & Ki Boender
Layton De Groot

Tony & Rachael Hughes
Joleen Louwsma

Brad & Jill McMahan
Steve & Sandra Plate
Steve & Sandra Plate
Pastor Jon

Mark Boender

Mark Boender

Adult Pastor Erik

Incentive Cupboard — Deb Bruxvoort

K-4 Music — Cheryl Groenenboom

(4)
)

(6)
)
(7)

(10)

(6)
(14)
(4)
(14)
(6)
©)
8

Substitutes:

Carol De Ronde-Richards

Trent & Christy Meyer

Larry & Sue De Groot

Ben & Courtney De Bruin

Tiffany Roozeboom ( Combining with 3rd Grade )
Ryan & Amanda Brink

Mike & Mary Beth Jackson

Mike & Mary Beth Jackson

Mitchel & Lyndsay Veenstra

Kurtis De Bruin

Leon Van Kooten ( Combining with 9th Grade )
Leon Van Kooten

Joel Groenenboom
Kirk Veenstra ( Teaching 11 Grade Curriculum )

Kirk Veenstra ( Combining with 11th Grade )

5-8 Music — Tiffany Roozeboom, Keri Spronk

SS Program — Cheryl Groenenboom , Cora Groenenboom



Tuesday Evening Coffee Break & Story Hour

GLOBAL COFFEE BREAK

DISCOVERING TOGETHER

Any women of the church & community are invited to attend Tuesday Evening Coffee Break.
We will begin September 15, 5:40 pm with an outdoor meal at Church.

The evening will include a provided picnic dinner, socializing for the women and playtime for their children.
Each week following will include an evening meal at 5:40 followed by Bible study at 6:15 for women and Bible
stories, games, crafts and songs for the children. (Nursery can be arranged for young children.)

The women will be studying the book of Nehemiah, who was a royal cupbearer to the king of Persia, the chief
world power of that time. He was a servant leader whose strength of character went far beyond the norm and
who eventually made a difference in world history. We too, as servants of God, have been put into positions
according to a larger plan. Biblical principles will be needed for us to make a difference in our families and
communities. Story Hour children will begin with Old Testament stories.

This non-denominational Bible study is for any women with or without children.

Call Deb 641-660-8290 or Dena 641-660-5671 or Ruth DeBruin 641-295.2795.

B s o R Tt ]

Games Day

We meet every other Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. starting on September 9 and are open to all ages.
We have a GREAT time playing dominoes and enjoying fellowship during coffee time.

If you would like more information, please call Dena at 641-660-5671.

.m::m :




VAT LS
Cadets

Cadets is for boys in 4™ — 8" grades. They meet weekly on Wednesdays from 7:00-8:30 p.m.
from September 16 — April 7. We start with a Bible study and then move on to project work
which ranges from soap carving to small engine repair. If you know of any boys in that age

group that would like to attend, please contact Mike Jackson at 660-1146.
(See related article later in this newsletter.)
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GEMS (Girls Everywhere Meeting the Savior) is a 4™ — 8" grade girls club that meets every
Wednesday evening during the school year from 7:00 — 8:30 p.m.
GEMS is a time of making friendships, singing songs of praise,
Bible study, badge work, field trips, and crafts.
Our year will begin on Wednesday, September 2.
If you know of any girls in the 4™ — 8" grades that needs to be contacted or
if you have any questions, please contact
Crystal Roberts at 660-2214 or osky 1stercgems(@gmail.com
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IGNITE

IGNITE is for anyone in 9" — 12" grade. We generally meet each
Wednesday evening from 7:00 -8:30 in the church basement.
Our Kick-Off will be held on September 16.

Plan to bring a friend and join us for Bible Study,

Fun Activities, and Service Work.




Thursday Morning
Coffee Break GLOBAL COFFEE BREAK

DISCOVERING TOGETHER

Thursday morning Coffee Break will start their 2026-2027 season on September 24 with a
coffeetime/fellowship at 9:30 am in the fellowship hall. We will be studying a seven-lesson series on “Prayer —
Lord, Teach Us to Pray” from The Discover Your Bible Series. We meet each Thursday morning at 9:30 for a
snack and fellowship before an hour of Bible study at 10:00. We meet from September through April.

We would like to encourage ladies of all ages to come and bring a friend as we fellowship together and learn
more about God’s Word. We are a non-denominational group and enjoy learning from each other.

Our leaders for this year are Gloria De Bruin (660-6856), Faye Drost 660-8978), and Delores Ryken (295-
2983). We look forward to seeing you. Call one of the leaders if you have any questions.
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Women'y Thursday
Morning Bibple Study:
Estihver — Trusting God's Plan

Who? — Women of all ages ready to meaningfully engage with God’s Word and each other are
welcomed.

What? — This year we will continue the engaging Bible study of Esther based on the teachings of Nancy
DeMoss Wolgemuth. The study focuses on trusting God’s plan, being aware of God’s providence,
expanding humility as you wait on His perfect timing, and bearing the fruit of self-control.

We will look at the passage with key questions uncovering God’s character in a book of the Bible that
never directly mentions God as we seek to incorporate lessons into our own lives.

Where? — We meet in the church basement (by the lower kitchen).

When? — We usually meet the 2" & 4™ Thursdays of the month for Bible Study from 8:30-9:30 a.m.,
followed by a short prayer and share time. We tentatively plan to begin on Thursday, September 10, for
prayer and share with regular Bible Study beginning on September 24, 2026. Please check the
supplement for more information or contact Cheryl Groenenboom.

Why? — We want to make connections in God’s Word and build each other up in Christ. Standing firm
in Christ is easier when we surround ourselves with trusted friends and solid believers who study,

challenge, pray, encourage and grow together.



Cadets

The 2026 Cadet
nternational Camporee g

ROAMIE
FONGVIEW]

Alberta + 2026

Longview, Alberta

AD]
INTERNATIONAL
CAMPOREE

On Tuesday, July 14, Pastor Jon, Gene De Bruin and 8 Cadet boys from 1 Osky left at 2:30 a.m. to catch
their 5:45 a.m. flight for the International Camporee near Longview, Alberta. There were 61 of us from
Hawkeye Council on the flight. We flew from Des Moines to Dallas to Calgary where the camp Transportation
Committee picked us up and bused us an hour to the camp site. We arrived the day before the Camporee
started so we got to spend the night in the big tent with all the other early arrivals - of the 1300+ attending
the Camporee over 600 arrived the day before so it was a crowded tent!

On Wednesday, the Camporee officially started. We registered, received our camp shirt, hat and information
packet and then headed to our assigned color/cadre area to set up. The first order of business was to make
the tent we would sleep in for the next week. Most Cadre’s had 2 counselors and 7-8 boys. They intentionally
set up the Cadre’s with people who don’t know each other, but we soon became a team as we built our tent,
cooked our meals and did many activities together.

The Camporee was held in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains and we were just over 4,000 feet above sea
level. Every morning when we got up and walked to assembly, we could see the Rocky Mountains. For one
of our activities, we hiked a couple of the mountains and got high enough that we could play in the snow -
in July! Definitely a memory maker!

Other activities included river rafting, riflery, archery, camp craft where we made leather belts, and various
games, On Saturday morning, we all went to a rodeo and in the afternoon the planned Cadet-A-Pult activity
turned into a massive water balloon fight.

The Camporee ended on the 22", but our flight didn’t leave until 6:45 the morning of the 23", so we got to
spend another night in the big tent and have another early morning.

We praise God for His provision in granting us safety in the miles traveled and activities engaged in, ease
of going through Customs and a wonderful experience in general. We would also like to thank you for all of
your prayers and support.

Our Cadet season will begin on Sept. 16 and we will meet weekly
from 7-8:30 each Wednesday after that. Boys in 4™ - 8" grades are
welcome to join us.

MAONTEN o DLECS
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FROM THE GROUND UP 35,

NEWS AND STORIES FROM PET FLORIDA PENNEY FARMS

OUR COUNTY’S 100-
YEAR-OLD VOLUNTEER
OF THE YEAR

Backstory #1

When missionary Sid Rooy moved to our Penney Retirement Community 25 years ago, his
wife Mae had concerns over his ability to adjust to no longer working. She had never
known him to be anything but his Energizer Bunny self. Fortunately, those fears were
quickly dispelled the day he wandered into the garage of fellow missionary Larry Hills (we
told you Larry’s story a few issues ago). What caught Sid’s interest was the contraption
Larry was putting together — some kind of an industrial grade three-wheeler with no
pedals. When Larry explained the reason behind it, Sid didn’t take long to sign on to his
modest venture. The reason — while Larry had seen people crawling in the dirt in Africa,
Sid had witnessed the same thing in Nicaragua, so often due to the many land mines
stepped on both during and even after the war there. Since then, Sid’s volunteering has
spanned 25 years during which P.ET. has made more than 17000 handcycles and
shipped them all over the world. And now, as Sid approaches his 100" birthday in
September, he can still be found working at his favorite job —- making more PETS..

Backstory #2

When J.C. Penney’s dairy and Florida farming ventures were struggling in the late 1920s,
he sold them to local businessman Paul Reinhold. That investment, combined with
Reinhold’s other business holdings, contributed to his signiifcant financial success n the
following years. Like Penney, Reinhold and his wife Klare held deep commitments to their

(flip the page)



Sid’s award continued

Christian faith, with a special calling to
encourage and support organizations
serving the people of Clay County. In
1954, Paul took that passion a step
further by forming the Paul & Klare
Reinhold Foundation for the purpose of
providing a legacy to continue such
support beyond his lifetime. Since then,
his family has enthusiatically moved his
vision forward. Today one of their
tangible expressions of support to non-
profits takes place each spring at an
awards breakfast they call “Celebrate
Clay’ At this event, typically around 30
organizations are honored with cash
awards. As an organization, Pet Florida
has been blessed with such an award
many times over the years. But in
addition to awards to organizations,
there are special awards that go to
individuals, and one of these is called....

Volunteer of the Year

And this is where the two back stories
come together. At their annual awards
breakfast this April, the Reinhold
Foundation’s 2026 award in this premier
category went to our own Sid Rooy. The
Reinhold family already had a special
affinity for our Penney Retirement
Community, going way back to the
relationship between J.C. and Paul
nearly 100 years ago. That bond

SID'S NAME JOINS PAST WINNERS

i



was strengthened when Pet Florida came into being as the very type of
organization the foundation exists to support and encourage. So when the
awards ceremony MC began to read the bio of this year's winner (before
disclosing his name), it became increasingly clear who was being described.
And finally came that name. The packed house stood to its feet with a cheer
as Sid made his way to the podium to receive the award. Later in the parking
lot, Peggy Bryan, the Reinhold family member who headed judging for his
category, personally came to express her delight over Sid’s selection.

We sometimes use the term “feel good” to describe books and movies that
make us feel that way. That morning in April gave us a lot of “feel goods™:

* Forour good and faithful brother Sid himself
* For his beloved P.E.T. (that was presented with a large check)

* And for the Reinhold family that continues to give back to its community
through the many organizations they bless with recognition,
encouragement, training and financial rewards

If you would like to congratulate Sid on his achievement (and his upcoming
birthday), you can reach him at smrooy@aol.com, or write to him at P.O. Box 87,
Penney Farms FL 32079.

Now in closing - hey -- that number 100 rings a bell for some reason. Might
placing a $ sign ahead of it be a great way to honor Sid as a gift to P.E.T.? (just

thinkin’).

WAYS TO GIVE

ONLINE: petflorida.org BY CHECK:

or scan here:
Pet Florida Penney Farms

P.O. Box 919
Penney Farms FL 32079
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FROM THE GROUND UP 35\,

NEWS AND STORIES FROM PET FLORIDA PENNEY FARMS

e

EVER HEAR OF A GOGO DEAL?
(Better than a BOGO -- with this, it’s Get One, Get One more -- both free)

We’ve mentioned recently that this is a year of special anniversaries here at Penney
Farms (100 years for our retirement community, 25 for Pet Florida.) As often happens
when special dates like this roll around, we’ve been looking back through our PET
archives to recall all that God has done here since our humble beginnings. This pic of a
happy gathering in Bangladesh back in 2017 caught our attention because it shows two
happy recipients of our handcycles. The note on the back of the photo indicated the
recipients were from the same family, and we assume that those celebrating with them
are family and friends - likely joined by the missionaries who coordinated the
placements.

Question: That was nine years ago - can we assume that the handcycles shown here are
still in use? While we aren’t able to keep CARFAX type records on our vehicles, we
frequently receive reports of ones that have been in constant use even longer. So often,
when visitors come to our shop and see (and sometimes even ride) our PET handcycles
firsthand, they comment on how “beefy” they are (beefy = a technical term meaning
“built for rugged duty”). They make conventional wheelchairs look like lightweight
contenders in comparison. We’ve all heard the phrase, “the gift that keeps on giving”,
and what a perfect description that is for your donation. Years later, when you may have
long forgotten your gift, somebody will still be remembering it every day as they
continue to be blessed with the life-changing mobility you made possible.




MEET OUR YOUNGEST VOLUNTEERS

AMI/Kids is an alternative school near us, renowned for its outstanding record of
training boys in the critical areas of discipline and leadership. In the spring of 2025,
one of their teachers approached us, asking if we might be interested in having
some of these students come to work with us in our shop. We really didn’t know
what to expect, but felt it was worth a try. From day one, we were blown away with
these kids - so polite, respectful and anxious to contribute (almost had us
wondering what planet they were from). From that introduction, a group of them
has continued to come back twice a month during our production seasons, not only
assisting on their assigned jobs, but establishing relationships with our regulars. In
the school’s recent graduation ceremony, we were gratified to hear such positive
mentions of PET in some of their speeches. This is a classic win-win story. (God is
the author of that concept, by the way - as His word tells us, we are blessed to

bless others.)

@
. i Non-Profit Org.
Auto CR
U.5. Postage Paid
PET FLORIDA PENNEY FARMS Penney Farms FL
Permit No 2
P.O. Box 919
Penney Farms FL 32079

First Christian Reformed Church

815 N. 11th St.
Oskaloos, IA 52577

Or Current Resident
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