
     First Christian Reformed Church of Oskaloosa 

          Bulletin Supplement for 8/16/26 
 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES: 
FROM THE ELDERS: 

• We have received the professing membership of Breanna Ten Pas from Hope CRC in Hull, IA.  We welcome her 

to our fellowship and pray that we may blessed as we worship together. 

FROM THE DEACONS: 

• Monthly Offerings: We would like the congregation to know that you may give at any time during the month to 

any of the causes we have scheduled. You DO NOT need to send separate checks each week, but one check with 

the offerings and other causes noted that you want the money to go towards would be fine. 

August Offering Schedule: 

 Date   A.M.      P.M.    
  8/2  Love Inc.     Freedom House 

 8/9  Pacific Island Ministries    Mobility Worldwide 

 8/16  Areopagus     Benevolence 

 8/23  Crossroads Prison Ministries   Missionary Support 

 8/30  Oskaloosa Evangelism Committee  Parking Lot Praise 

NEWSLETTER: 

• Deadline: All articles for the September/October Newsletter are due by today.   

• Society Leaders: We would like to have a brief write-up from all the various groups explaining when you meet 

and who can attend.  i.e. Cadets meet every Wednesday evening from 7-8:30 and is for boys in 4th – 8th grades.  

Please email it to the church office at firstcrcosky@gmail.com.  Thanks. 

PARKING LOT PICNIC 2026 – COMMUNITY BUILDERS: 

• Sunday evening, August 30, 2026 in our church parking lot.  

• Supper is served from 5:00 – 5:45 p.m. with Pastor Jon’s smoked pork, baked beans and chips.  

• Music – Listen to background dinner music by Danny Gokey, a Christian Artist performing at the “Concert on the 

Square” the following Saturday, September 5. 

• Community Activities during the dinner hour – Church Community Word Search, Encouragement Paper 

Chain, Duplo’s and blocks for littles building a church, Church Builder Challenge displays in the Fellowship Hall.  

• Community Mixer Games (low stress) between 5:45 and 6:10 p.m. with prize opportunities. 

• Message briefly presented by Pastor Jon.  

• Rootbeer floats to finish off the evening. 

• Wear your favorite t-shirt – Be a CommuniTEE Builder by wearing a church t-shirt, a community or school 

shirt, or any shirt that represents you.  

• Bring – Your lawn chair, a friend – anyone who would enjoy a meal and worship in a relaxed setting. Let’s build 

community in the First CRC Parking Lot! 

“Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, 

as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another.” Hebrews 10: 24-25a 

CHURCH BUILDER CHALLENGE – WE NEED YOUR CREATIONS! 

• Community Builders is the focus for our Parking Lot Picnic this year.  We have a fun challenge heading up to that 

August 30 date to build our church community.  Create your best rendition of our church and bring it on Sunday, 

August 30, 2026 for display. Your “church” could be in any form – a Lego creation, popsicle stick church, candy 

creation, a clay model, a drawing or painting. Have fun and be creative! The top winners in two categories will win 

a First CRC t-shirt in their choice of color and size. Category A= ages 12 and under. Category B = ages 13 to 103. 

Let’s see what we can create in the next few weeks! 

WRITE A PSALM OF PRAISE TOGETHER:  

• This summer as you read and study the Psalms, you are also invited to express praise to God by writing a psalm 

together as a congregation. This may sound intimidating, but these steps simplify our praise. A Psalm of Praise can 

include three parts:   

1) Praise God for… This can be something big or small, profound or ordinary, serious or silly things  

that you might praise God for.  (i.e. Praise God for blooming flowers)  

2) Praise God (who) … This is a call for anyone or anything to praise God. Examples from the psalms,  

“Praise Him, all you sun, moon, and stars; Praise Him, young men and maidens!” Ps. 148:3, 12 
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(i.e. Praise God, all you gardeners) 

3) Praise God, even when… A psalm of praise often acknowledges the things that remain hard or painful  

in our lives.  (i.e. Even when storms destroy your petals)  

Concluding statement of praise – Still I will praise my God!  

• Think of three related parts of your psalm of praise and write it in the columns on the poster board in the narthex 

to form our group psalm. (See the posters for more examples.) Let’s honor our God with praise!  

INFORMATION CENTER UPDATES: 

• 1) Helfer’s On Mission  2) Love, INC Newsletter 

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES/PRAYER OPPORTUNITY: 

• August 16 = Kelli B, Harold F 

August 17 = Robbyn DB, Cheryl G 

August 18 = Elmer V  

Brent & Georgina DR 

August 21 = Clara B (Ryan), Randall DG, Lyndsay V 

August 22 =  Adam & Sam DB 

OFFICE NEWS: 

• I will be on vacation the 1st two weeks of September.  If you have things you need me to do for your group before 

the start of society season, the earlier in August you can get them to me, the lower my stress level will be trying to 

get ready for vacation.         Thanks!! 

 

REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS:       
SHARE YOUR SPARKLE: 

• Jamaica Mission from Iowa (formerly known as New Hope) is collecting gently used Prom & Formal Dresses, 

Formal Shoes, Clutches and Accessories. Proceeds from the sale of these items will go towards education and tuition 

for needy students in Jamaica.  Items may be dropped off at 117 N. Market in Oskaloosa every Saturday from 3:00 

– 4:00 p.m. now through March 2027.   

BIBLE LEAGUE FALL RETREAT: 

• “You are my hiding place and my shield; I hope in Your word.” Psalm 119:114 (NKJV) Don’t miss the Bible 

League Retreat on Thursday, Sept. 17, at Calvary Church in Pella, Iowa. This special event features dynamic 

teacher, speaker, and prayer warrior, Gayle Haas, as she brings to life the testimony of Corrie Ten Boom, who 

helped shelter Jews in the Netherlands during Nazi occupation.  Her reenactment of Corrie’s life will help us see 

how by God’s grace we can have HOPE AND FORGIVENESS IN THE MIDST OF EVIL. Carol Houk and Kathy 

Hoksbergen will lead us in meaningful worship, and Bible League representatives, Jos Snoep and Andrew 

Earnshaw, will share about BLI ministry in the Philippines. An offering will be taken in support of this mission. 

Conference registration is $40 and includes lunch. Ticket fees help cover event expenses. Register at 

www.bibleleague.org/tickets 

SAVE THE DATE: 

• Mahaska Connect 2026 will be held Saturday, Nov. 14, at Fellowship Bible Church from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Opportunities to sign-up to volunteer will be coming soon. 

FROM CALVARY CRC: 

• You are invited to join the Calvary CRC Young At Heart group on a Christmas in Branson, Missouri trip Dec. 8-

12, 2026. Contact Christy Van Zee for more information. 641-780-0727 or vanzeejc@gmail.com. We are taking 

reservations now.  

FROM CRC NEWS:   

• From ReFrame Ministries: 

~ Groundwork: Hear God’s Voice – A Warning Against Unbelief: When we feel weary and under pressure, the  

   author of Hebrews urges us to hear God’s voice and resist the temptation to drift away from our faith. Join  

   Groundwork as we study Hebrews 3-4:13 to discover how history and community can help us hear God’s voice,  

   keep us securely anchored in our faith when we’re tempted to drift and find God’s promised Sabbath rest.  

   Listen now at www.GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork’s weekly emails for future episodes. 

~ Kids Corner Devotions: Check out this week’s kids’ devotion, “A New School Year: God’s Power of Love In  

   You!” at www.kidscorner.net. School is back, and that means new adventures, new challenges, and lots of  

   chances to grow! Even in frustrating moments, you can choose kindness, patience, and love. Remember, you’re  

   never on your own, and you can make a big difference in your school every single day! Check out the new Kids  

   Corner Devotions app at https://kidscorner.net/app.  
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• From World Renew: World Renew invites you on a journey to explore Cambodia! Grow in your understanding 

of World Renew’s work from communities already leading change, while experiencing the history, traditions, and 

culture of Cambodia. Join us from November 6-16, 2026 and come discover what God is doing in Cambodia. 

Registration is limited. For more information and to register, visit: https://bit.ly/cambodia2026info.  

• Thrive Faith Formation Tip: Jesus learned from the mistakes of God’s people. He copied the playbook on radical 

curiosity from the Father. And instead of coming in like a superhero, Jesus entered into humanity by wrapping 

Himself in human flesh and moving “into the neighborhood” (John 1:14, The Message). As you reflect on the 

humble way Jesus came into the world, think about someone you might normally avoid or people who are excluded 

in your community. How can you show the love of Christ to those people this week? Brought to you by Thrive: 

www.crcna.org/Thrive.  

 

 

 

************************************************************** 

 

The Best Day of My Life    

Today, when I awoke, I suddenly realized that this is the best day of my life, ever!  

There were times when I wondered if I would make it to today; but I did!                                                                          

And because I did, I’m going to celebrate!  

Today, I’m going to celebrate what an unbelievable life I have had so far: the accomplishments, the many                   

blessings, and, yes, even the hardships because they have served to make me stronger.  

I will go through this day with my head held high, and a happy heart.  

I will marvel at God’s seemingly simple gifts: the morning dew, the sun, the clouds, the trees,                                          

the flowers, the birds. Today, none of these miraculous creations will escape my notice.  

Today, I will share my excitement for life with other people. I’ll make someone smile. I’ll go out of                                 

my way to perform an unexpected act of kindness for someone I don’t even know.  

Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who seems down. I’ll tell a child how special he is,                             

and I’ll tell someone I love just how deeply I care for them and how much they mean to me.  

Today is the day I quit worrying about what I don’t have and start being grateful                                                               

for all the wonderful things God has already given me.  

I’ll remember that to worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and                                                                 

His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just fine.  

Tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at                                    

the beauty of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these magnificent treasures.  

As the day ends and I lay my head down on my pillow, I will thank the Almighty for the                                                 

best day of my life. And I will sleep the sleep of a contented child, excited with                                                   

expectation because I know tomorrow is going to be…  

…The Best Day of My Life!  
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 First Christian Reformed Church of Oskaloosa, IA 

Notes of Council Meeting held Monday, August 10, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. 

All members were present except Mike Boender, Lucas De Bruin & Doug Richards who were absent with notice. 

• President Kirk Veenstra called the meeting to order.  

• Pastor Jon reads from Psalm 72 and opened with prayer. 

• Previous Meeting Minutes: July 13, 2026 Council Meeting Minutes were approved. 

• Old Business: Connections Committee – discussion of future potential meeting ideas. 

• Correspondence:  

A. A Thank You was received from Jamin & Lynelle Lorch. 

B. Pella Calvary CRC Ministry Salary Request – requested information will be shared with them. 

C. MCG Account Authorization – names on the list need to be updated. 

D. Love, INC Mission Opportunities – consider ideas for our church to help support. 

E. Nehemiah Center Letter – no action taken to support them at this time.   

• Items Added to the Agenda:  

A. Church Rental Policy – Motion made to have the Building Committee come up with a draft policy for piano 

recitals. Carried 

B. New CRC 403(b)(9) Retirement Plan – considered and no action taken at this time. 

C. Elevate Program Discussion 

1. This is an opportunity to partner a youth and an adult within the church.  

2. Motion made to task the Education Committee to set up a pilot program for the 8th & 9th Graders. Carried. 

D. Delegates appointed for the Classis Meeting on Sept. 18 & 19 at Prairie City CRC. 

1. Delegates: Pastor Jon, Elder Allen Groenenboom, Deacon Sherwin Plate 

2. Alternates: Elder Kirk Veenstra, Deacon Dan McKinney  

E. Concert on the Square – Motion made to support with $ 1,500.00 donation from Special Offerings. Carried 

F. Resonate & Hispanic Ministry – Request that our church pray about opportunities for a church plant.  

G. Elder Nominations were held. 

• Deacon Reports (July): 

A. Deacon Chris Pierson submitted the report for the General Fund:  

1. Budget envelopes   $ 11,755.00 (deposited in Aug)  2. Balance 7/31/26 $ 16,416.20 

B. Deacon Adam De Bruin presented the report for Benevolent and Enduring Gifts: 

  1. Benevolent Fund   $   8,637.25   2. Enduring Gifts  $   1,740.07 

 C.  Deacon Ethan Boender presented the report for the Building Fund:     $   46,894.39 

 D.  Deacon Sherwin Plate presented the report for Special Offerings: $   25,309.75  

E.  Deacon Brad McMahan reports for Christian Education Fund:             

  1. Balance on hand $ 11,370.56   2. Tuition owed to schools   $  00.00 – all paid  

F.  All financial reports were given and approved by adopted motion. 

G.  The Deacon’s Meeting Minutes of 6/8/26 were not shared. 

• September Deacon Report (given for information only): 

A. Deacon Sherwin Plate reports for the September offering schedule: 

    AM           PM 

  9/6 Jared & Anna De Young    Joshua Christian Academy 

  9/13 Fellowship of Christian Athletes (Mike VA) Gideons 

  9/20 Bible League     818 Forward with Faith  

  9/27 Bethany Christian Services   Missionary Support 

• Committee Reports:  

A. Building & Grounds  

1. Handicap Accessible Doors – Motion made to pay Oskaloosa Glass for the door. Carried. 

2. There was no report on the MultiPurpose Youth Center & the Parking Lot lines have been repainted. 

B. Communion & Care Groups ~ Breanna Ten Pas membership has been accepted.  

C. Education & Library Committee ~ All Sunday School Teacher positions have been filled.   

D. Evangelism Committee ~ Need more Bibles for the youth.  Leon will work with Doug Richards.  

E. Worship Committee: 1. Minutes of their July 26, 2026 meeting were received for information.  

  2. Parking Lot Picnic will be held on the evening of 8/30/26. 

• Joys and Concerns were shared.  

• Next Meeting: Monday, September 14, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.  

• Motion to adjourn prevails and Deacon Dan McKinney closed in prayer. 


