First Christian Reformed Church of Oskaloosa
Bulletin Supplement for 8/23/26

CHURCH ACTIVITIES:

FROM THE DEACONS:

Monthly Offerings: We would like the congregation to know that you may give at any time during the month to
any of the causes we have scheduled. You DO NOT need to send separate checks each week, but one check with
the offerings and other causes noted that you want the money to go towards would be fine.

August Offering Schedule:

Date A.M. P.M.
8/2 Love Inc. Freedom House
8/9 Pacific Island Ministries Mobility Worldwide
8/16 Areopagus Benevolence
8/23 Crossroads Prison Ministries Missionary Support
8/30 Oskaloosa Evangelism Committee Parking Lot Praise
July Special Offerings were as follows:
Resonate Global Mission $1,927.50 Cadets International $ 397.50
Developing Great Relationships $ 1,327.50 Teen Challenge $1,935.00
Christian Opportunity Center  $ 1,232.50 Reverse Offering $ 902.50
Missionary Support $1,895.50

TRANSPORTATION RELEASES:

This year, there will be one Transportation Release per family. You will list your children, their grade and then
circle everything that they would be involved in. For example, the Spronk Family would list the following: Finn —
12 Leah — 10", Nick — 9". They would circle Sunday School and Youth Group. Releases are in your mailbox
today, please fill them out and turn them in to the office by next Sunday, August 30.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS/SUBSTITUTES:

There will be a short informational meeting on Sunday, August 30, immediately following the morning worship
service. Please come to the front of the sanctuary (piano side) as soon as the service is over and then you can have
fellowship time following the meeting.

PARKING LOT PICNIC 2026 — COMMUNITY BUILDERS:

Sunday evening, August 30, 2026 in our church parking lot.
Supper is served from 5:00 — 5:45 p.m. with Pastor Jon’s smoked pork, baked beans and chips.
Music — Listen to background dinner music by Danny Gokey, a Christian Artist performing at the “Concert on the
Square” the following Saturday, September 5.
Community Activities during the dinner hour — Church Community Word Search, Encouragement Paper
Chain, Duplo’s and blocks for littles building a church, Church Builder Challenge displays in the Fellowship Hall.
Community Mixer Games (low stress) between 5:45 and 6:10 p.m. with prize opportunities.
Message briefly presented by Pastor Jon.
Rootbeer floats to finish off the evening.
Wear your favorite t-shirt — Be a CommuniTEE Builder by wearing a church t-shirt, a community or school
shirt, or any shirt that represents you.
Bring — Your lawn chair, a friend — anyone who would enjoy a meal and worship in a relaxed setting. Let’s build
community in the First CRC Parking Lot!

“Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together,

as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another.” Hebrews 10:24-25a

CHURCH BUILDER CHALLENGE — WE NEED YOUR CREATIONS!

Community Builders is the focus for our Parking Lot Picnic this year. We have a fun challenge heading up to that
August 30 date to build our church community. Create your best rendition of our church and bring it on Sunday,
August 30, 2026 for display. Your “church” could be in any form — a Lego creation, popsicle stick church, candy
creation, a clay model, a drawing or painting. Have fun and be creative! The top winners in two categories will win
a First CRC t-shirt in their choice of color and size. Category A = ages 12 and under. Category B = ages 13 to 103.
Let’s see what we can create in the next few weeks!




WRITE A PSALM OF PRAISE TOGETHER:

e This summer as you read and study the Psalms, you are also invited to express praise to God by writing a psalm
together as a congregation. This may sound intimidating, but these steps simplify our praise. A Psalm of Praise can
include three parts:

1) Praise God for... This can be something big or small, profound or ordinary, serious or silly things
that you might praise God for. (i.e. Praise God for blooming flowers)

2) Praise God (who) ... This is a call for anyone or anything to praise God. Examples from the psalms,
“Praise Him, all you sun, moon, and stars, Praise Him, young men and maidens!” Ps. 148:3, 12
(i.e. Praise God, all you gardeners)

3) Praise God, even when... A psalm of praise often acknowledges the things that remain hard or painful
in our lives. (i.e. Even when storms destroy your petals)

Concluding statement of praise — Still I will praise my God!

e Think of three related parts of your psalm of praise and write it in the columns on the poster board in the narthex

to form our group psalm. (See the posters for more examples.) Let’s honor our God with praise!
INFORMATION CENTER UPDATES:
e Love, INC Newsletter
BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES/PRAYER OPPORTUNITY:

e Aug.23 =Jay B

Aug. 25 = Mike Bo, Grant DB, Larry DG, Logan K (Pastor Erik), Chase N, Jean R
Ben & Courtney DB

Aug. 26 = Nicole DG
Roger & Cleo DG

Aug. 27 = Ace P (Andres), Keri S

Aug. 28 = Amanda B, Kristi J

Aug. 29 = Sydnie B (Karl), Ben S (Pastor Jon)

BJ & Cassia B, Leon & Arlys VK
OFFICE NEWS:
o Society Info: Thanks to everyone who has turned in their society things for me to do before I leave on vacation.
Just a friendly reminder that if you still need things done, to please get them to me ASAP. Thanks! &
e Misc. Stuff: Just a few reminders as the society season starts up again:
~ Space: If you need to use areas of the church that you don’t normally use, at a time you don’t normally
use them (i.e. Fellowship Hall &/or Kitchen on a Thursday afternoon), you need to talk to the
office to reserve the space. Space is reserved on a “first come, first serve” basis.
~ Projects: 1 am more than willing to help you with your projects (designing, copying, cutting), just
please get them to me in a timely manner. (Read “NOT Thursday or Friday” ©)
~ Mailboxes: PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE let me put things in mailboxes for you. It is much easier for
me to do the smaller things last. Just leave the items on the office table with instructions (if
needed). Thanks!
~ Van Use: Please see the end of the supplement for van use guidelines. The van is reserved through the
office on a “first come, first serve” basis.

REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SHARE YOUR SPARKLE:

e Jamaica Mission from Iowa (formerly known as New Hope) is collecting gently used Prom & Formal Dresses,
Formal Shoes, Clutches and Accessories. Proceeds from the sale of these items will go towards education and tuition
for needy students in Jamaica. Items may be dropped off at 117 N. Market in Oskaloosa every Saturday from 3:00
—4:00 p.m. now through March 2027.

MEN AND WOMEN OF ALL AGES:

e You’re invited to the Bible League Retreat, HOPE AND FORGIVENESS IN THE MIDST OF EVIL, on Thursday,
Sept. 17, at Calvary CRC (408 Maple St.) in Pella, hosted by Bible League Volunteer Ambassadors. Be encouraged
by Gayle Haas’ dramatization of Corrie Ten Boom who courageously demonstrated God’s love during the time of
the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands, and forgiveness during the subsequent Holocaust. The retreat will also
feature powerful ministry updates from Bible League leaders and uplifting worship led by Carol Houk and Kathy
Hoksbergen. Come for a day of inspiration, connection, and renewed purpose. Register today at
www.bibleleague.org/tickets.



http://www.bibleleague.org/tickets

SAVE THE DATE:

Mahaska Connect 2026 will be held Saturday, Nov. 14, at Fellowship Bible Church from 9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
Opportunities to sign-up to volunteer will be coming soon.

FROM CALVARY CRC:

You are invited to join the Calvary CRC Young At Heart group on a Christmas in Branson, Missouri trip Dec. 8-
12, 2026. Contact Christy Van Zee for more information. 641-780-0727 or vanzeejc@gmail.com. We are taking
reservations now.

FROM THE GEMS:

Dear First CRC Oskaloosa, Deacons and Church Family,

Thank you for your gift of $345, received on August 11. We are grateful for the ways you choose to invest in
girls through the GEMS ministry. Because of your generosity, girls are being mentored, discipled, and reminded of
their God-given worth. Your support helps place caring Christian women in girls’ lives, equips leaders with a strong
biblical curriculum and training, and ensures girls around the world hear the truth of the gospel in meaningful, age-
appropriate ways. GEMS exists to help girls know Jesus, grow in faith, and live out Micah 6:8 in everyday life.
Your church’s partnership makes that possible — one girl at a time. We depend on your donations to sustain this
ministry. Thank you for standing with us in this ministry. We are honored to serve alongside you and grateful for
your prayers and support. With gratitude, Jill Postma — GEMS Director of Finance

FROM CRC NEWS:

From ReFrame Ministries:
~ Groundwork — Jesus is the High Priest Who Meets Our Needs: Do you ever feel alone, like no one can
understand what you’re going through? Join Groundwork as we study Hebrews 4:14-7:28 to learn about the
high priest Melchizedek. Together, we’ll see how the author of Hebrews draws a connection between
Melchizedek and Jesus to help us better understand the extent to which Jesus truly understands, cares for, and
meets our needs. Listen now at www.GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork’s weekly emails
for future episodes.
~ Kids Corner Devotions: A New School Year — What Can I Offer? Check out this week’s kids’ devotion, “A New
School Year: What Can I Offer?” at www.kidscorner.net. Choose the best ways this school year to show love to
God. Maybe it’s by helping a classmate, working hard in school, or being kind when it’s not easy. Maybe it’s all
of these and more! Check out the new Kids Corner Devotions app at https://kidscorner.net/app.
GEMS Regional Gathering — Upper Midwest: GEMS leaders from lowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, South
Dakota, and surrounding areas are invited to join us this fall for a GEMS Regional Gathering. Choose the location
that works best for you: Hull, IA (Wednesday, September 2, 5:30-8:30 p.m.) or Renville, MN (Wednesday,
September 2, 6:00—8:30 p.m.). Connect with fellow leaders, discover fresh ministry ideas, receive guidance on new
GEMS resources, and be encouraged in your work with girls. Whether you’re a longtime counselor, a new volunteer,
or interested in starting a ministry for girls at your church, you’ll leave refreshed and equipped to help girls discover
who they are in Christ. Learn more and register at www.gemsgc.org/register.
From CRC Communications: We’re Hiring! Director of Communications — The successful candidate will provide
leadership, strategy, planning, and oversight in the communications of the Christian Reformed Church in North
America (CRCNA) and its ministries. The Director of Communications will ensure that communications and
marketing across the denomination function within the established ecclesiastical and organizational frameworks in
a way that supports and facilitates the ministry of the CRCNA and its institutions and agencies, in conformity with
the denominational ministry plan. This is a full-time, hybrid position based in Burlington, Ont., or Grand Rapids,
Mich. Apply at www.crcna.pinpointhg.com by August 29, 2026.
From CRC Planned Giving: If you are 70 % or older, you can give to CRC Ministries from your IRA and receive
significant tax benefits in return. Learn more at www.crcna.org/heritagefund or call Josh Remer, CRCNA Planned
Giving Advisor at 616-223-5885.
Thrive Faith Formation Tip: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was curious about the racial climate in the United States
in the 1960’s. Growing up in the segregated South troubled and inspired him for a better vision of an America that
lived out the true meaning of its creed that all people are created with equality and dignity. How might the Lord be
nudging you to reach out to someone with curiosity this week? What simple act can you do this week to move
toward love, unity, and a celebration of diversity? Brought to you by Thrive: www.crcna.org/Thrive.
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“There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle.
The other is as though everything is a miracle.” Albert Einstein
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Van Guidelines

. The van is primarily to be used for 1** CRC church activities only. Any exceptions must be
approved by the Executive Committee.

. Requests for the van will be handled through the church office and should be made at least 2
weeks prior to the date of use.
A. The church office has the right to approve/disapprove the use of the van.
B. Keys will be given out the day of your activity and must be returned as soon as
possible.

. A Transportation Release Form must be on file in the church office for all minors who will
be transported for your event/activity.

. No more than 15 passengers may ride in the van at any one time.

. Seatbelts must be worn at all times.

. Persons driving the van must have a valid Iowa Driver’s License and be at least 25 years old.
No special CDL is required.

. Each organization is required to fill out the Log Book in the van’s glove box with the
requested info at the end of their activity.

. Smoking and alcoholic beverages are NOT permitted in the van.

. Food and drink are acceptable providing the van is returned in good, clean condition.

10.The van should be refueled and in clean appearance, inside and out, by those who use it.

It is a privilege to be able to use the van. We trust that you will treat
it with respect and use the honor system with the above guidelines.
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