First Christian Reformed Church of Oskaloosa
Bulletin Supplement for 9/27/26

CHURCH ACTIVITIES:

FROM THE DEACONS:
o Monthly Offerings: We would like the congregation to know that you may give at any time during the month to
any of the causes we have scheduled. You DO NOT need to send separate checks each week, but one check with

the offerings and other causes noted that you want the money to go towards would be fine.
October Offering Schedule:

Date A.M. P.M.

10/4 Samaritan’s Purse SONShine Preschool

10/11 Lake View Camp Missionary Support

10/18 ReFrame Ministries Christian Education Fund

10/25 Hope Ministries Crown Broadcasting (KCWN)
¢ August Special Offerings were as follows:

Love, INC $2,525.00 Freedom House $1,167.00

Pacific Island Ministries $1,673.00 Mobility Worldwide $1,136.00

Areopagus $1,705.00 Crossroads Prison Ministries ~ $ 1,630.00

Oskaloosa Evangelism Comm. $ 1,840.00
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FUND:
o CEF pledge sheets are due this week. Please prayerfully consider your donation and hand in your pledge sheet
today. Contact a CEF committee member if you have any questions.
IGNITE STUDENTS:
e Please bring 4 items for Care Packages for last year’s seniors. We will be putting them together at our regular
meeting this week.
EXTRA TICKETS:
e Ignite has extra tickets for the Third Day w/ Chris Tomlin concert on Thursday, Nov. 19. They are $80
each. Contact Anne (641-660-9520) if you are interested in purchasing some.
TASTY THANKSGIVING PHOTOS 2026:
o “Taste and see that the Lord is good, blessed is the one who takes refuge in him.” Psalm 34:8 Each year we ask
you to share your photos on a theme to project during our Thanksgiving service as praise to God. This year share
the bounty that God has given in the food we enjoy. Whether it be food in its natural state (a bunch of bananas or a
pile of pumpkins) or food prepared into a delicious dish (a Dutch apple pie or a pineapple glazed ham), send in your
tasty photos of the goodness of God.
e Please email photos to 1stcrcprojection@gmail.com by Monday November 16, 2026. Let’s praise our creator for
the bounty He generously provides!
COUCHES NEEDED:
e Ignite needs a few more couches for Wednesday nights. If you have one in decent shape that you would like to
donate, please let a leader know.
INFORMATION CENTER UPDATES:
e 1) Mexican Christian Children’s Aid 2) Olsen Update
BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES/PRAYER OPPORTUNITY:

e Sept. 28 = Lucas & Bethany DB
Sept. 29 = Henry & Leona VA
Sept. 30 = Mark & Carma S
Oct. 1 = Marlene A

Byron & Deb B
Oct. 2 = Cody B, Carma S
Oct. 3 = Adam DB

Royce & Sharon S


mailto:1stcrcprojection@gmail.com

REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS:

FROM OSKALOOSA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL.:

Town Hall Meeting: Oskaloosa Christian is excited to share more about a proposed addition and a long-range
Master Plan designed to support the mission and ministry of our school for years to come. The plan includes three
phases of development that would directly benefit our students and school community. The Board has unanimously
agreed to move forward with Phase 1, and we invite all parents and society members to learn more at one final
Town Hall Meeting to be held on Monday, Sept. 28, at 6:00 p.m. in the school gym. Come hear the details, ask
questions, and see the vision for the future of OC.

Society Meeting: A Special Society Meeting will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 29, at 6:00 p.m. when society members
will vote on Phase 1.

Job Opening: Oskaloosa Christian School is seeking a full-time Kitchen Cook / Food Service Manager to join our
Christ-centered team! If you or someone you know has a heart for serving others and enjoys working with food,
we’d love to hear from you. For more information and to apply, visit: https://oskaloosachristian.net/employment/.

FROM HOSPICE OF PELLA:

Empty Cradle invites you to 4 Walk to Remember on Sunday, Oct. 11, at 3:00 p.m. in the Scholte Church in the
Pella Historical Village. Please enter at the corner of Franklin St. and East 2™ St. The event will begin with a
service at the Scholte Church, continue with a remembrance stroll through the Pella Historical Village and end with
a Butterfly release. Empty Cradle supports and connects families who have lost a baby due to miscarriage, stillbirth
or infant death. Family and friends are invited to join us for a time of remembering these precious babies. For more
information and to get a memorial sign made for your baby/babies to be displayed during the stroll, please call
Hospice of Pella at 641-620-5050.

PAUL’S MISSIONARY JOURNEYS IN GREECE (April 2-12, 2027):

Travel by motor coach (6 days) and cruise ship (3 days) to sites connected with Paul’s second and third missionary
journeys, as well as visit other major sites of biblical, archaeological, and cultural interest. Jeff Weima, professor
at Calvin Theological Seminary and leading Pauline scholar, hosts this inspirational tour. For more information,
contact Dr. Weima at 616-328-3110 or weimje@calvinseminary.edu.

FROM CRC NEWS:

From ReFrame Ministries:

~ Groundwork — A Wise Perspective on Work: Much of our adult life revolves around work: work for our jobs,

work on our houses and for our families, and work for the Lord. Join Groundwork as we study Ecclesiastes 4:4-8,

5:10-15, 9:7-10 to listen to the Teacher’s wisdom on what makes our work meaningful. Listen now at

www.GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork’s weekly emails for future episodes.

From Resonate Global Mission: We’re Hiring! The Senior Manager of Advancement leads Resonate Global

Mission’s donor relations team and initiatives and serves as a binational major donor representative. This position

will ensure the donor relations team members are effectively connecting with Resonate constituents and staff to

effectively generate revenue and support Resonate’s mission. This is a full-time, hybrid position based in

Burlington, Ont., or Grand Rapids, Mich. Learn more and apply by September 27 at https://crcna.pinpointhqg.com/

From Thrive:

~ Lifelong Discipleship — A Conversation with Author Cameron Shaffer: Join Thrive Faith Formation
Consultant Rick Zomer for a webinar featuring Cameron Shaffer, author of Keeping Kids Christian. As a parent
and pastor, Shaffer focuses on intergenerational, lifelong discipleship strategies that foster deep connections to
the local church, helping young people stay involved well beyond their youth group years. The webinar will
take place on Tuesday, October 13, at 4:00 PM EDT. Register by October 9 at tinyurl.com/ye2ju9xy or email
thrive(@crcna.org for more information.

~ Thrive Faith Formation Tip: What faith practices shape your life and the lives of the people who share your
home? “It’s easy for us to think that we create our habits, but our habits also create us. The faith-forming things
that we do together deeply affect the way we think and act. Because of this, consistently committing to your
faith practices as a family has a significant impact.” — from Dear Parent: A Guide for Family Faith Formation,
by Laura Keeley and Robert J. Keeley, available at www.FaithAliveResources.org. This week ask your family
or friends what faith practices have the most impact on their lives and engage in one of the practices shared.
Brought to you by Thrive: www.crcna.org/Thrive.
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First Christian Reformed Church of Oskaloosa, IA
Notes of Council Meeting held Monday, September 14, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.

All members were present except Chris Pierson who was absent with notice.

President Kirk Veenstra called the meeting to order.
Pastor Erik reads Psalm 126 and opened with devotions and prayer.
Previous Meeting Minutes: August 10, 2026 Council Meeting Minutes were approved.
Old Business:
A. Connections Committee — Chili Cookoff on 11/1/26
B. Rental Policy — No Update
e Correspondence: A Thank You was received from the Food Cupboard.
e Jtems Added to the Agenda:
A. Deacon Nominations were held.
Congregational Meeting will be held on Monday, October 26, 2026.
Elevate Program will begin with the 8" & 9" Graders.
Classis Meetings will be held at Prairie City CRC on Sept. 18 & 19.
CEF Committee — approved the renewal of committee members Kurtis De Bruin & Layton De Groot.
Proposed 2027 Budget Review.
Sunday School Offering — the Deacons will resume picking it up.
e Deacon Reports (August):
A. Deacon Chris Pierson submitted the report for the General Fund:
1. Budget envelopes  §$ 32,925.32 (deposited in September)
2. Balance 8/31/26 $ 3,508.24
B. Deacon Adam De Bruin presented the report for Benevolent and Enduring Gifts:
1. Benevolent Fund $ 7,280.30 2. Enduring Gifts $ 1,740.49
C. Deacon Ethan Boender presented the report for the Building Fund: $ 28,622.58
D. Deacon Sherwin Plate presented the report for Special Offerings: $ 28,003.70
E. Deacon Brad McMahan reports for Christian Education Fund:
1. Balance on hand $20,128.51 2. Tuition owed to schools $90,000.00
F. All financial reports were given and approved by adopted motion.
G. The Deacon’s Meeting Minutes of 8/10/26 were not shared.
e October Deacon Report (given for information only):
A. Deacon Sherwin Plate reports for the October offering schedule:

OmEON®

AM PM
10/4  Samaritan’s Purse SONShine Preschool
10/11 Lake View Camp Missionary Support
10/18 ReFrame Ministries Christian Education Fund
10/25 Hope Ministries Crown Broadcasting (KCWN)

e Committee Reports:
A. Building & Grounds — Chairman Allen Groenenboom
1. Handicap Accessible Doors ~ now latches at all times.
2. MultiPurpose Youth Center ~ Forest Cemetery is not interested in selling more property than the
original offer.
Communion & Care Groups — Chairman Ryan Brink ~ Communion will be held on Sunday, Sept. 20.
CEF Committee — Deacon Representative Brad McMahan
~ Has meet and are beginning to receive Pledge Sheets back.
D. Education & Library Committee — Chairman Doug Richards
~ Approved names for Cadet helpers and SS Teachers
E. Evangelism Committee — Chairman Leon Van Kooten ~ Purchased more Youth Bibles
F. Pulpit Supply — Chairman Kirk Veenstra ~ 9/20 AM Pastor Todd Zuidema from Dordt University
G. Worship Committee — Chairman Lucas De Groot ~ Their updated calendar was received for information.
Mutual Censure was held.
Joys and Concerns were shared.
Next Meeting: Monday, October 12, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.
Motion to adjourn prevails and Deacon Brad McMahan closed in prayer.
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