First Christian Reformed Church of Oskaloosa
Bulletin Supplement for 10/4/26

CHURCH ACTIVITIES:

FROM THE DEACONS:
o Monthly Offerings: We would like the congregation to know that you may give at any time during the month to
any of the causes we have scheduled. You DO NOT need to send separate checks each week, but one check with

the offerings and other causes noted that you want the money to go towards would be fine.
October Offering Schedule:

Date A.M. P.M.
10/4 Samaritan’s Purse SONShine Preschool
10/11 Lake View Camp Missionary Support
10/18 ReFrame Ministries Christian Education Fund
10/25 Hope Ministries Crown Broadcasting (KCWN)
NEWSLETTER:
e All articles for the November/December Newsletter are due by Sunday, Oct. 11.
IGNITE STUDENTS:

e We have the privilege of hosting the church service at Homestead next week. Mark your calendar for Sunday,

October 11, at 3:00 p.m.
GEMS FUNDRAISER:

e The GEMS will be making freezer meals again for a fundraiser this year. The meals will be made on
Wednesday, Oct. 21. We will be making Bacon Brown Sugar Pork Loin ($30), Crockpot Buttery Ham ($40), &
Potato Soup ($25). The meals can be picked up on the evening of the 21* from 8:00-9:00 p.m. or by honor system
in the church kitchen the days after. Please reserve your meals by signing up on the clipboards in the foyer or by
contacting Crystal or Cora by Thursday, Oct. 15, at oskylstcrcgems@gmail.com Thank you for supporting GEMS!

BLOOD DRIVE:

e Our next Blood Drive will be held on Monday, Oct. 19. The drive is from 2:00 — 7:00 p.m. If you would like to
donate and have not been contacted, please contact Gene & Sue De Bruin. Please eat before donating and bring
your photo ID. Thanks!

FALL DISPLAY:

o The Flower Committee is looking for some pumpkins, gourds and winter squash to use in our Fall Display. If you

have any, please leave them in (or next to) the box across from the office.
CHILI COOK-OFF:

e On Sunday, Nov. 1, we will be having a Chili Cook-Off here at First CRC Osky. We invite all who want to share
their special chili recipe to make a pot of chili to be judged and shared with the church. There will be awards for
Best Chili and Spiciest Chili voted on by the church. There will also be a best side dish competition so be creative
with what goes well with chili. The Connections Committee has a sign-up sheet on the table to help us prepare for
the evening. Evening church service is an hour earlier at 5:00 p.m. with the Chili Cook-Off judging beginning at
5:30. We are looking forward to a wonderful evening of worship and food.

TASTY THANKSGIVING PHOTOS 2026:

o “Taste and see that the Lord is good,; blessed is the one who takes refuge in him.” Psalm 34:8 Each year we ask
you to share your photos on a theme to project during our Thanksgiving service as praise to God. This year share
the bounty that God has given in the food we enjoy. Whether it be food in its natural state (a bunch of bananas or a
pile of pumpkins) or food prepared into a delicious dish (a Dutch apple pie or a pineapple glazed ham), send in your
tasty photos of the goodness of God.

e Please email photos to 1stcrcprojection@gmail.com by Monday, Nov. 16. Let’s praise our creator for the bounty
He generously provides!

EXTRA TICKETS:

e Ignite has extra tickets for the Third Day w/ Chris Tomlin concert on Thursday, Nov. 19. They are $80

each. Contact Anne (641-660-9520) if you are interested in purchasing some.
COUCHES NEEDED:

e Ignite needs a few more couches for Wednesday nights. If you have one in decent shape that you would like to

donate, please let a leader know.
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INFORMATION CENTER UPDATES:
e 1) Huyser Prayer Letter 2) Helfers in South Africa

DIRECTORY UPDATE:
e Please update your directory with the following: Jean Van Mersbergen
Oskaloosa Care Center, Room #211 (she was Room #9)
605 Hwy 432
Oskaloosa, IA 52577
BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES/PRAYER OPPORTUNITY:

e Oct. 4 = Pat B, Cassia B, Ralph VD
Oct. 5 = Barrett DB (Brett)
Oct. 6 = Kate DB (Kurtis)
Oct. 8 =Ty L (Jef)
Oct. 10 = Loren VK

REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS:
FROM OSKALOOSA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL.:

e Oskaloosa Christian School is seeking a full-time Kitchen Cook / Food Service Manager to join our Christ-centered
team! If you or someone you know has a heart for serving others and enjoys working with food, we’d love to hear
from you. For more information and to apply, visit: https://oskaloosachristian.net/employment/.

FROM HOSPICE OF PELLA:

e Empty Cradle invites you to A Walk to Remember on Sunday, Oct. 11, at 3:00 p.m. in the Scholte Church in the
Pella Historical Village. Please enter at the corner of Franklin St. and East 2™ St. The event will begin with a
service at the Scholte Church, continue with a remembrance stroll through the Pella Historical Village and end with
a Butterfly release. Empty Cradle supports and connects families who have lost a baby due to miscarriage, stillbirth
or infant death. Family and friends are invited to join us for a time of remembering these precious babies. For more
information and to get a memorial sign made for your baby/babies to be displayed during the stroll, please call
Hospice of Pella at 641-620-5050.

LAKE VIEW CAMP FALL FUN DAY:

o Lake View Camp invites everyone on Saturday, Oct. 17, for a Fall Camp Fun Day! This camp fundraiser will start
off with a SK Trail Run/Walk ($25 pre-registration / $35 on race day) at 9:00 a.m. followed by fall fun activities
from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. ($5/person). Activities include canoeing, fishing, mini obstacle course, hay bales,
crafts, mini golf, wagon rides, and more. Fun for the whole family! More details
at lakeviewconference.com/blazingthetrails. (Pre-registration is encouraged for the SK Trail Run but not required.
No pre-registration for the Fall Camp Fun Day.)

DUTCH LETTERS FOR SALE:

e  Sully Christian is again selling delicious, hand-rolled Dutch Letters. Each 12" stick is stuffed with yummy almond
filling and comes frozen and ready to bake at your convenience. A box of 6 Dutch Letters is $30.00. You can place
your order by using our online order form on our website or Facebook page, by contacting Karen Doonan at 641-
780-0397 or by emailing scsdutchletters@gmail.com. Pick-up date is Friday, Nov. 6, from 12:00 noon-8:00 p.m.
at Sully Christian School or from 4:00-6:00 p.m. at Grace Fellowship Church in Pella. Thank you!

FROM LOVE, INC:

e Mahaska Connect will be held on Saturday, Nov. 14, from 8:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. at Fellowship Bible Church. There
is a Volunteer Sign-Up sheet on the Information Center table. Church volunteers may also sign-up on our website
at www.loveincmahaska.org under the “Mahaska Connect” tab. The deadline to sign up is Oct. 15 as the T-shirt
order is due then. What a testimony for our community to see the partnership of churches working together to serve
our neighbors. If you have any questions, please reach out to Susan at 676-3750.

PAUL’S MISSIONARY JOURNEYS IN GREECE (April 2-12, 2027):

e Travel by motor coach (6 days) and cruise ship (3 days) to sites connected with Paul’s second and third missionary
journeys, as well as visit other major sites of biblical, archaeological, and cultural interest. Jeff Weima, professor
at Calvin Theological Seminary and leading Pauline scholar, hosts this inspirational tour. For more information,
contact Dr. Weima at 616-328-3110 or weimje(@calvinseminary.edu.

FROM CRC NEWS:

¢ From ReFrame Ministries:

~ Groundwork — Finding Meaning In Life And The Passing Of Time: In Ecclesiastes 3, the Teacher advises,
“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.” He later calls time a burden,
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but also says God has “set eternity in the human heart.” Join Groundwork as we study Ecclesiastes 3:1-11, 12:1-
14 to glean wisdom from the Teacher for how to find meaning in life through our time. Listen now at
www.GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork’s weekly emails for future episodes.

From CRC Planned Giving: You may be able to increase your potential impact and experience significant tax

savings by giving stock, real estate or other non-cash assets (even cryptocurrency!) to your church or favorite

CRCNA Ministry. Learn more at www.crcna.org/heritagefun or call Josh Remer, CRCNA Planned Giving Advisor

at 616-223-5885

From CRC Communications: Project Antioch Prayer Gathering — The name Project Antioch comes from Acts

13:1-3 where out of a time of prayer, worship, and fasting, Barnabas and Saul were set apart for the work to which

the Spirit called them. Prayer and fasting play an essential role in the life and mission of the church. Join the Project

Antioch Prayer Gathering (Monday, Nov. 2, 6:00 p.m. — Wednesday, Nov. 4, 12:00 p.m/) at Carismah Church in

Katy, Texas. This is a multi-ethnic prayer gathering to pray for the church planting and renewal initiatives in the

CRC. The focus of this gathering is to worship and praise our great God, submitting and surrendering to the Spirit’s

leading for the church, to intercede for the CRC ministries, congregations, and mission, and to pray that we would

be sent out boldly in the power of the Spirit (Acts 13:1-3). Register soon; space is limited to 150. Learn more and

register at www.network.crcna.org/topic/spiritual-formation/prayer/project-antioch-prayer-gathering-nov-2-4-

2026.

From Thrive:

~ Lifelong Discipleship — A Conversation with Author Cameron Shaffer: Join Thrive Faith Formation Consultant
Rick Zomer for a webinar featuring Cameron Shaffer, author of Keeping Kids Christian. As a parent and pastor,
Shaffer focuses on intergenerational, lifelong discipleship strategies that foster deep connections to the local
church, helping young people stay involved well beyond their youth group years. The webinar will take place
on Tuesday, October 13, at 4:00 PM EDT. Register by October 9 at tinyurl.com/ye2ju9xy or email
thrive@crcna.org for more information.

~ Children’s Ministry Roundtable: Advent — Thursday, October 15, at 1:00 p.m. ET — This virtual “show-and-
tell” style gathering will feature Thrive staff as well as members of Thrive’s Children’s Ministry Leader
Network. They will share Advent resources and ideas that have worked well in their ministry contexts while
also inviting all participants to share their favorite Advent activities. Whether you have great ideas to share or
are looking for inspiration to shape your seasonal plans, this event is for you! Register here
tinyurl.com/p8c4wjmk or email thrive@crcna.org for more information.

~ Thrive Faith Formation Tip. God’s big family is made up of people from every country on earth! Print off a
world map and put it on your refrigerator or kitchen table. Each day, or once a week, choose a country (or if
there are kids in your household, take turns choosing). Learn about that country and pray for the needs of its
people. Brought to you by Thrive: www.crcna.org/Thrive.
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